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A Differtation cn Family Prayer. 


RUE religion is the duty, 
and forms the defence, of 
man. While Chriftians are com- 
manded to take to themfelves the 
whole armor of God, they are di- 
reCted “* to pray always with all 
prayer and fupplication in the 
Spirit.” The {criptures incul- 
cate the duty of maintaining at 
all times a frame of mind which is 
friendly to devotion, and which 
will utter itfelf in the various kinds 
of prayer, as duty requires. Sup- 
plication is to be made in the Spirit, 
or witit a humble reliance on the 
influences ef the Holy Spirit, who 
can help our infirmities, and teach 
us to pray aright. 


It is common to all who ac- 
knowledge the exiftence of a De- 
ity, to fy to him as fupplicants in 
feafons when they feel themfelves 
to bein great danger, and defpair 
of help from an arm of flefh. 
When the Lord fent out a great 
wind into the fea, fo that the fhip 
in which the prophet Jonah was 
failing, was like to be broken, 
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“‘ the mariners were. afraid, and 
cried every man unto his God.”’ 
It is a plain di€tate of natural re- 
ligion, not only that we ought to 
look to God for help in a time of 
trouble, but that we ought alfo 
to afk him for favors which we 
need, and return thanks unto him 
for thofe which we have received. 

To learn the nature of that 
prayer which is acceptable to the 
only living and true God, we muft 
have recourfe to the revelation 
which he hath made of his char- 
acter and will in his holy word. 
By this we are taught, that ac- 
ceptable prayer confifts in pouring 
out the defires of our hearts to 
God, for things which are agree- 
able to his will, in the name of 
Chrift, with a confeflion of our 
fins, and a thankful acknowledge- 
ment of divine mercies. This is 
the only kind of prayer with 
which any gracious promife is 
certainly conne&ed. All who 
pray in this manner will be heard 
of their Father who is in heaven, 
and will receive according to the 
ultimate defire of their hearts 5 
which is, that God may be glori- 
fied in and by them, and by all 

















creatures and events. Praying 
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402 On Family Prayer. 


fouls will not be feat away empty, 
nor will one of them be fhut out 
of the New Jerufale: ne 

Prayer may be confidered under 
two gener ral heads, fecrst and 
focial. 

Secret prayer is made by an i. 
dividual is eer from all his 
fellow-creatures. God and him- 
{elf only are privy to the periorm- 
ance. If one in the performance 
of this duty, ftrives to give notice 
of it to others, as: difzovers a 
proud, pharilaical te 
thew vi. 5, 6. * And when thou 


lv 
| 
| 
| 
} ¢ 
| 
| 
| 


{May, 
jeGts ar wid them bring their di. 


vine Author to mind. A f fenfe 
of their fin and danger, and of 
mercies received, engages them 
without the formality of word:, 

to adore, confefs, fupplicate, and 
to offer than kigiving. They povr 

out their hearts to God i in groan: 

ings -which cannot be uttered, 
This kind of prayer is very well 
underftood, and is practifed much, 


by P e! fons of eminent Pp! "yd > 


henc ice th icy are faid to pray alway. 


tper. Mat- 


prayeft, thou fhalt not be as the | 


hypocrites are ; for they love to 
pray ftanding ia the fynagogues, 
and in the corners of the ftrects, 
that they may be feen of men. 
Verily, I fay unto you, they have 
their reward. But thou, vihen 
thou prayeft, enter into thy clofet; 
and, when thou haf fhut thy 
door, ‘pray to thy Father which 
feeth in fecret, thall rewa'd thee 
openly.” 
high importance. When it is 
maintained according to its nature 
and defien, the foul is in a health- 


often ‘have Chriftians confeffed, 
that their declenfions could be 
traced ‘back to the negled, or 
coldnels, of clofet duties? 

Under the ¢gei aie head of fe. 
ctet prayer is to be claffed ejacula- 
tory prayer. ‘This "eGiik ts 1 
fecret, informal pouring out of 
heart to God; 
fubje& is at labor or at relt, alone 
orin company. Devout perfons 
often lift up their hearts to their 
Almighty Friend, in a wi ay of 
adoration, or confefl: mm, or peti. 
tion, or pom ife, as occalions occur. 
Their meditations naturz ally run 
into fome part or other of prayer, 
without any formal attempt to 
collect their thouchts. The eb- 


Secret prayer is of 


Social prayer implies the union 
of two er more perfons i li the per- 


formance of the duty. The lan. 


guage uled ts fuppoted, in fene- 


~ to be the language of the 
tumber engaged. This duty 
thay Be pe rformed cither in the 
family, or in the houfe —— as 
well as on many other occ oe us 
Should each member of a fant 
or of a co igregation, utter no 


| word, or give no well known fi. 
is in fecret, and thy Father which | 


to each other, of their thou aie , 


| in their devotion, their prayer 
would be ef the fecret or ejacula- 


agrer a. 


t 
either when the | 


tory kind, though they were all 


’ 
’ 
’ 


| gathered in one “pl: ice, and each 
|.one poured out his heart to God. 


ful and profperous ftate. How | 


Tu focial prayer, fome one perfon 
leads with an audible voice, or all 
— pronounce with their lips 
: form of prayer in which they are 
Social prayer cannot br 
perfor rmed in the way in which the 


' other kinds are, which have been 


mentioned. 
The det ign of this differtation 
is to confider parti icularly, Famtty 


| Prayer; and to u "Be its impor 


| tance. 


I fhall pur fue the follow- 
ing method, in difeufling the fub- 


5 ao 
tule 


[. Show that family prayer is 
a reafonable and {criptural duty 
of great pepereance. And, 

IT. I $fhall confider fome of the 
objections which have been bro’t 
againft family prayer 
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I. I am to attempt to fhow | before his houfchold ? 
| will join in fayin gs there is not 


that family pr ayer is a reafonable 
and feviptural duiy of great im- 
nortance. 

By family prayer is meaut, 
praycr offered up in the audience 
of all the members of the family, 
by the head of the family, or fome 
perfon under his direétion. To 
this is fuppofed to be added the 
daily reading éf the holy ferip- 
tures, in the he: aring of thofe who 
are called to jo in the devotion. 
L have ftiled this duty a reafona- 
‘hey as well as a feriptural one 5 
becaufe it is capable of being 
clearly fhown to be a reafonable 
fervice, and is a fut bic & of rational 
demon! This duty is an 
important one. I[t is not to be 
claffed with paying tithe of mint, 
and anife, and cummin; but ts to 
be reckoned among the weg xhtier 
matters of the law.—The duty of 
family prayer may be argued, 

1. From family trials. We 
have troubles in the Jeng itate 
which imply fociety ; or that a 
number of perfons is ‘evolved 4 in 
them at the fame time, and in con- 
nexion with each other. 

Families do not remain long 
without family trials. It is highly 
proper that under thefe eer con. 
cur in heart and voice in addreffing 
the Infinite Majefty ; praying for 
the removal of the evils which 
they feel, deprecating thofe which 
threaten, and humbling themfelves 
under his mighty hand. Are not 
thofe who are called to weep to- 
vether, called upon by divine prov- 
idence to unite in carrying their 

burdens to the throne of grace? 
's there not fomething which 
fhocks every refleéting mind, in 
beholding dangerous ficknefs in a 
family, and which, while it {preads 
and threatens defolation, does not 
excite the head of the family to 


tia tion. 


look to God for help, by praying 
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Surely, all 


the fear of God in that houfe. 
Tf his name were reverenced under 
that roof, we fhould hear the 
voice of a ae bin in this day 
of aan efs 

This familiar view of the duty 
of fi amily praye er from family trials, 
fur gument for the con- 
fan nt t fupport of focial worfhip in 
every family. It is unknown 
when trouble will come. We 
ous ght to be paene for it at all 
times. We cannot be in a proper 
fates to meet it, without the fpirit 
God 1s to be wor- 
fhipped by us in a focial, as well 
as in a private manner, be our Cire 
cumflaices profperous or adverfe. 
This leads me to argue the duty 
of family prayer, from, 

2. The reception of family de- 
liverances and mercies. Some of 
the greateft blefiings of life are of 
adomeftic nature. There is fome- 
thing very beautiful and ftriking 
in the appareat union of families, 
after the reception of deliverances 
and mercies, in offering praife to 
their Creator, Preferver, Benefac- 
tor and Redeemer. 

‘The duty we are now confider- 
ing, has appeared fo plain and rea. 
fonable, that even the Pagans 
have had their houfeho!d. worthip. 
However erroneous their notion 
of houfehold gods is, and however 
abfurd is their theology at large, 
yet from their condué in carrying 
worfhip into their houfes, we may 
infer that family prayer is an ob- 
vious dictate of the light of na- 
ture. The heathens who cffered 
thanks to the images u under their 
rools, will rife up in judgment 
againit thofe who, under the light 
of divine revelation, refufe to pay 
homage, with their families, to 
the only living and true God ; 
whofe lov ing-kindnels they ought 
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to fhew forth ia the morning, and 
his faithfulnefs every night. 

After the deluge, we find Noah 
with his family ere@ting an altar 
unto the Lord ; for the purpofe 
of not only offering family prayer, 
but family praife, for delivering 
them from the deluge which fwept 
away the inhabitants of the old 
world at large. (Gen. viii.) Af- 
ter Jacob returned from Padan- 
aram, he * faid unto his houfe- 
hold, and to all that were with 
him, Put away the ftrange gods 
that are among you, and be clean, | 
and change your garments. And 
Jet us arife, and go up to Bethel, 
and I will make there an altar un- | 
to God, who anfwered me in the 
day of my diftrefs, and was with | 
me in the way which I went.”’ 
(Gen. xxxv. 2, 

Thefe inftances, with others 
which might be adduced from fa- 
cred hiftory, prove the duty of 
family worfhip. The altar of 
praife was an altar of prayer, at 
which the families of Noah and 
Jacob united. Inftances are daily 
occurring in which families are re- 
quired to unite in rendering thanks 
to God for deliverances and mer- | 
cies. ‘This duty implies family | 
prayer. 

3. Athird argument to enforce | 
the duty of family prayer, may be | 
taken from the hopeful good in- | 
fluence which it may have on the | 
youth in families. Moft houfe. 
holds are made up of a majority 
of young perfons ; and it is rare 
to find a family without a child or 
a youth init. Inthe morning of 
life, the mind receives a direGion, 
even on moral and religious fub- 
jects, which is feldom loft. Hence 
it is of the greateft importance 
that the firft impreffions be good, 
or favorable to a pious courle of 
living. 





} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





' While the young behold the 


heads of families devoutly calling 
on God, morning and evening, 
confefling their fins, afking for. 
givenefs through the Mediator, 
petitioning for favors for them. 
felves and others, and offerin 
thankfgiving for benefits they 
have received, there is certainly, 
according to experience, much 
more reafon to hope that their 
minds will be fer‘oufly impreffed 
with thefe fubjects, than though 
they never heard a prayer ut. 
tered in the howfe of their educa- 
tion. We acknowledge that the 
hearts even of the mott profligate 
are in the hand of God, and that 
he can by his Spirit take one from 


_a fynagogue of Satan, and make 


him a member of his own family ; 


_ but this fa& furnifhes no argument 
_againft parental fidelity, nor does 


it dimintth the obligations of heads 
of families to train up thofe come 
mitted to their care in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. 
The ability of the Moft High is 
not the rule of our duty, but the 
word which he hath given to us. 
By this, as well as providence, we 


| learn, that a pious education has 


a ftrong tendency to form the 
mind to a wife and good courfe. 
While the members of families 
hear the heads of them praying, 
from day to day, for the forrowful 
and the affli€ted, the rich and the 
poor, the high and the low, the 
righteous and the wicked, the 
church and the world, and for 
their fouls in particular, is it not 
much more probable that they 
will feel the worth of gofpel fal- 
vation, than if it were not in that 
folemn manner fet before their 
minds ? 

4. The duty of family prayer 
may be inferred from its tendency 
to prevent openly vicious practices 
from being allowed in houfes. 
There are fome vices which throw 
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families into fuch diforder as to 
prevent a regular arrangement in 
any thing, and confequently fhut 
out feafons of colle@ing for devo- 
tion. Let much of the night be 
{pent in gay company and vain 
amufements, evening prayer will 
be omitted, and fo alfo will prayer 
in the morning ; becaufe this will 
be confumed in fleep to make up 
for the lofs of reft in the proper 
time. Befides, when animal na- 
ture has been exhaufted by amufe- 
ments, a torpid and carelefs frame 
of mind ufually follows, which is 
very remote from a difpofition to 
call upon God. 

Can we believe that houfes of 
riot, profanenefs, gambling, and 
debauchery, would continue to be 
fuch, if God’s name were invoked 
in them, both morning and even- 
Let thofe who have kept 
fuch houfes, fet up the prattice of 
family prayer, and continue in it, 
and they will find a revolution in 
the manners of their domeftics, 
as well as in themfelves. 

5. The duty of family prayer, 
may be argued from ‘its tendency 


ing ? 


to propagate piety from one gen- | 


eration to another. We are jutti- 
fied in this conelufion from expe- 
rience. We find many more in- 
ftances of praying families where 
the heads had been trained up in 
houfes of prayer, than among 
thofe who had been educated ina 
different manner. We alfo find 
many more pious perfons defcend. 
ing from fuch families, than from 
thofe of the oppotite character. 
Sons of Belial have, indeed, 
been feen to arife out of religious 
families. It has been obferved of 
fuch, that they are uncommon! 
abandoned to wickednefs : This 
affords good evidence ef the worth 
of the means which they had en- 
joyed. No one ever becomes very 


abandoned ualefs he abufes the 
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beft means, or refifteth very clear 
light. This obfervation will be 
found to apply, with very few, if 
any exceptions, to the profligates 
who have been educated ina land 
of gofpel light. We conclude 
from it that family prayer has a 
flrong tendency to hand religion 
down to future generations ; and 
that to be a member of fuch a 
family ought tobe efteemed a high 
privilege. Would it be fair rea- 
foning to conclude that there was 
no benefit to be derivedfrom mem- 
| berfhip in Chrift’s family when he 
| was on theearth, becaufe there was 
| a Judas among the twelve ? 
| 6. As we advance in the pref. 
ent fubje@t, an allufion will next 
be made to a few fcripture paffa- 
_ ges which imply the duty of fam- 
| ily prayer. 
| A fair argument in fupport of 
' the duty which we are now con- 
| fidering, may be drawn from the 
| morning and evening facrifices un- 
| der the law. (Exodus xxx. 6, 7.) 
Aaron was directed to burn in- 
_cenfe on an altar made for that 
| purpofe, every morning when he 
dreffed the lamps, and when he 
lighted the lamps at evening. 
This was ftiled a perpetual in- 
cenfe before the Lord throughout 
the generations of the children of 
Ifracl. That this kind of offering 
was tobe accompanied with prayer, 
is plain from Luke i. where it is 
declared that while Zecharias was 
burning incenfe in the temple of 
the Lord, the whole multitude of 
the people were praying without. 
There is great propriety in of- 
fering prayer to God in our fami- 
lics, morning and evening ; be- 
caufe thefeintroduce the two prin- 
cipal divifions ofthe day. When 
the day commences or opens with 
the morning light, it appears 
highly becoming, that we return 
thanks to God for our preferva- 
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tion during the hours of fleep and 
of darknefs, and that we < afk for 
the divine care, direction and fup- 
port in the bufinefs, and amidftt the 
temptations aud dangers of the 
day. When the light difappears, 
it is equ wally proper, that we ren- 
oe th anks to our kind Benefac- 
torfor the mercies and deliverances 
experienced through the hours of 
isbor anc eare 3 aud that we look 
up to him for " proteftion 
through the defencelefs hours of 


flumber, as well as during our | 


wakeful moments. 
It has fometimes been afked 
why family prayer is not to be ita. 


ca from t! ic WOr ds © f the Pfalm. 
lay 


it. Pfalm lv. “ Evening and 
morning, will I 


and at noon, 
pray and cry alo oud ; and he fhal 
hear my voice.” To thts it may 
be an{wered d that it evide tly ap- 
rears, that the Pfalmilt refers to 
fecret prayer in this place, and to 
no other kind 3 as will be plain to 
eny one who examines the con- 
tents. Itis alfo plain that the 
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quire it, the kind of prayer prac. 


tifed, morning, noon and night, 
was feerct and not focial prayer. 
Hence no argument can be drawy 
from it that family prayer is to be 
performed i ina fated manner, ex. 
cept in the beginning and the clofe 
of the day. 

The evidence infupportof far. 
ily prayer is increafed when we at 
tend to the comme riven 
by the Almighty to Abrabam, le 

refolution of Jofhu ay and t] tue prac. 
tice of David. Jehovah teftif. 


eth conc: rng Abraham, «“ For! 


vidiest 
*UdllOli 


| know him tbat he will command 
children and his honfehold af. 
tedly pe Pil three times in a! 


er him, and they fhall keep the 


| w way of the Lord, to do juttice 


and jucgment ; 


that the Lord 


| may bring upon Abvyaham that 
| which he hath fpoken of him.” 


(Gen. xviii. 19.) Jofhua refolv. 
eth, ** As for me anc d my houfe, 
we will ferve the Lord.” (Jofhua 
xxiv. 15.) When David atten. 
ded on 


| bringing the ark into his place, and 


Pfalmift uttered the refolution juft | 


mentioned in a time of trouble, 
when it is 
the people of God fhould look to 
him by prayercontinually. Dan- 
iel when the Jewifh church was in 
Captivity, prayed a and gave thanks 
to God three times a day. (Dan. 
vi. 10.) Peter, amidft the la- 
bors and the dangerswhich he was 
called to perform and endure, re- 
tired for prayer about the middle 

of the day. (As x. 9.) 
faid that the more devout among 
the Jews ufed to retir c for prayer 
at noon, as wellas in the morning 
and in the evening. ‘he fame 
praice is faidto have been ob- 
ferved among the primitive Chrif- 
tians. But it does not appear 
that the divine law required it ; 
or if we fuppofed that it did re- 





altogether fuitable that | 


It ts | 





aher he had finifhed the offertr igs 
made at that time he * returned 
to blefs his houfehold.” (2 Sam- 
ucl vi. 20. 

From the divine atteftation giv- 
en to the renowned Patriarch, 
from the refolution of Jothua, and 
from the praétice of David, we 
can inconteftibly prove that fam- 
ily religion is fanctioned by the 
authority of God. Can we have 
any idea of focial religion wit hout 
focial prayer? All will grant who 
profefs to believe the bible, that 
focial prayer belongs to public 
worfhip. How then isit poflible 
to exclude focial prayer from the 
family, when this laft is only 4 
{mailer affembly than that w hich 
colle&is at the houfe of God ? 

But a greater than Abraham, 
Jofhua and David is here. Jefus 


Chrift, the Son of God, hath ap- 


the joyful occafion of 


th 
th 


es 


ee 2 


> ee 


ar wes @ 
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peared in the fiefh, and hath in- 
culcated family prayer by his ex- 
ample. Often do we find him ta- 
king the particular difciples who 
compofed his immediate family, 
afide from the multitude, and pray- 
ing with them.—The 

sth, and laft argument which I 
fhall adduce in fupp: wrt of the du- 
ty which has been urged, fhall be 
taken from the paflaye recorded 
in Jeremiah x. 25. “Pour out thy 
fury upon the heathen that know 
thee not, and upon the families 
that call not on thy uame.” 

‘hofe families cannot be confider- 
ed as calling upon God who do 
not pray to him in a focial man- 
nere We readthcirdoom. The 
wrath of God will be poured out 
upon them. If they remain in 
their prayerlefs ftate, it may be 
expected that they will, if they 
do not already, hold all ferious 
religion in open contempt, and 
that they will go from bad to 
vorfe until it fhall be awfully veri- 
fied in their punifhment that the 
curfe of the Lord is in the houfe 
of the wicked. 

Having attempted, in a brief | 
and plain manner, to fhow that 
family prayer is a reafonable and 
fcriptural duty of great impor- 
tance, I proceed, 

If. To confiderfome of the ob- 
jeétions which have been brought 
againit it. 

OBJECTION I. 
“ T don’t think it to be 


an 


worth 


while to attend to family prayer, | 
for it is an old cuflom handed | 


cown by tradition.” 

In reply, I would obferve, that 
mily prayer is an old cuilom. 
It is coeval with the exiflence of 
godly families. But what ob. 
jection can lie againft the prac- 
tice from its $ great antiquity ? Is 
itabadora foolith cuftom becaufe 


Fx» 


it is an old onc 2? Will you who | 
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make this objeCtion, confider the 
antiquity of any practice as a fuf- 
ficient reafon for rejecting it, un- 
lefs in religious concerns ? The 
ufe of money in commerce is very 
ancient. We find it as far back 
as the time of Abraham. Will 
you refufe to receive money for 
the property which you fell, be- 
caufe it is an old cuftom ? Will 
you negleé to tillyour ground, or 
to plow and fow, becaufe it is an 
old cultom ? 

The other part of the objeétion 
is, that family prayer is ** handed 
down by tradition.” The word 
tradition is ufed in a good as _ well 
asin a bad ferfeinthebible. That 
it is often ufed in a bad fenfe, no 
one will deny who is much ac- 
quainted with the infpired writings, 
Paulexhorteththe churchin Thef- 
falonica as follows: * Brethren, 
{tand faft, and hold the traditions 
which ye have been taught, whe- 
ther by word, or our epiltle.” 
(2 Theff. it. 15.) Here the 
word traditions is ufed in a good 
fenfe. In order to determine 
whether any thing which is a mat- 
ter of ¢radition, be good or bad, 
we mult determine from whom it 
cometh. If it is of human ori- 
gin, it has no claim to bind the 
confcience, but if it cometh from 
God, it isobligatory upon us. I 
truft that it has been made to ap- 
pear that family prayer is of God, 
and that therefore it is handed 
down to us from him. Let not 
the objeGtor, therefore attempt to 
fhield himfelf in his negle&, by 
urging that family prayer is an 
old cuftom handed down by tra- 
dition. 

OBJECTION II. 

« Some pray in their families 
who praétife evil in their lives, and 
therefore have no proper fenfe of 
the duty which they profefs to 
perform.” 
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Reply. There is no one, whe- yourfelves as Noah did in the old 
ther he pray or not, who does not | world, and as Lot did in Sodom, 


prattife evil. There is not a juft | 
man upon earth that doeth good | 
and finneth not. When we charge | 


our neighbor with having no prop- 
er fenfe of what he is doing while 
in family prayer, we ought to be 
cautious left we be guilty of the 
rafh judging which is condemned 
in the feriptures. A  difpofition 
to fufpe& the fincerity of every 
one we meet, does not difcover a 
good temper in us. 

But let us fuppofe the worft 
which the obje@tor can intend— 
which is, That fome praying heads 
of familics are falfeto their en- 
gagements, and fraudulent in their 
dealings. What relief can you 
prayerlefs heads of families find 
here ? It is a melancholy fa& that 
the beft things in life have been 
perverted to bad purpofesby wick- 


-ed men. What does this prove ? 


Not the badnefs of the thing per- 
verted, but the badnefs of the 
man who is guilty of fuch abufe. 
Should your hypocritical neighbor 
go on tohell after all his feeming 
devotion, what relief will this af- 
ford you, when you muft give ac- 
count of yourfelf to God ? Will 
you dare plead then the hypocrify 
of others, to fave you from the 
condemnation of the prayerlefs ? 
Remember that each one isto be 
judged in the next world ac- 
cording to his own charafter, and 
not according to the charaCter of 
another. 
OBJECTION III. 

¢¢ Moft around me neglect fam- 
ily prayer ;. I cannot therefore en- 
dure the fingularity or the f{coffs 
with which [ fhall be viewed and 
treated, if I fet up the praétice.” 

Is it indeed fo, that irreligion 
generally prevails in your neighbor- 
hood ? Make an effort to ftem the 
torrent of iniquity. Diftineuith 





You may be inftrumental of Tes 
forming others by your example, 
A few religious families generally 
ftrike a damp upon the loofe who 
are near them, and check them in 
their career. 

But if you fhould meet with 
reproaches and fufferings for 
righteoufneis’ fake, you will have 
the approbation of your own con- 
{ciences, and what js infinitely 
greater, the approbation of God. 
If you are called to be fingular in 
the ways of piety, and if you meet 
with {coffers every day, the period 
will foon come when you fhall re. 
ceive a glorious reward in heaven, 
and when hypocrites, unbelievers, 
mockers, and cavillers of eve 
kind, will be filled with thame, 
and held up as objes of everlalt- 
ing contempt. 

OBJECTION IV. 

“ Tam fo diffident that I can- 
not lead in family prayer.” 

The diffidence of which you 
complain is a difficulty which 
moft labor under, in their firft en- 
trance on thisduty. If you labor 
to overcome it, you will find it to 
decreafe. It will diminifh bya 
continued courfe of praying. En- 
deavor to fet the fear of God be- 
fore your eyes ; which can carry 
you above the flavifh fear of man. 
Be fervent in your fupplications 
to Him who helpeth our infirmi- 
ties, and you will rife above over- 
whelming difcouragements in 2d- 
drefling the throne of grace. 

OBJECTION V. 

‘« T have no gift in prayer, and 
therefore muft be excufed from 
leading in family devotion.” 

Reply. Placed as you are a 
the head of a family, be fuitably 
affeCted with the thought of neg- 
leGting to feek God with your 
houfehold. Confider alfo, that 
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prayer is not acceptable from the 
terms in which it 1s clothed, but 
from the temper of the heart 
which the fupplicant poffefles. | 
Further, you may be able to pray 
in a manner which is for the edi- 
fication of your domeftics, though 
you are not for the edification of | 
alarge aflembfy. I do not be- 
lieve that the objection arifing | 
from a want of gifts,. ever pre- | 
vented the head of a family from | 
maintaining focial prayer in his | 
houfe, when he was really roufed | 
to a fenfe of his duty. 

It is granted that all good men 
are not equally gifted in prayer. 
But thofe of the {malleft gifts may | 
perform to the edification of their | 
families, by treafuring up in their | 
minds the prayers uttered in the | 
fcriptures. I know that fome | 
perfons are offended with a pro- | 
pofal of any kind which counte- | 
nances a form of prayer. But 
their objeftion is groundlefs. If | 
they object againft confining pub- | 
lic bodies to a fet form of words, 
prefcribed by the authority of the | 
church, they, in that cafe, ftand 
on good ground. But the cafe | 
before us ts of a different natures 
This only refpects the cafe of an | 
individual who is deficient in the | 
gift of prayer, and is laboring to 
remedy his deficiency by laying up 
in his mind the adoratiens, cenfef- | 
fions, petitions, thankfgivings, 
&c. recorded in the book of God. | 


A man may ufe the fame words | 


On Family Prayer. 





499 


in the garden, repeated a former 
prayer in the fame words. We 
know that he was heard ; and 
therefore may conclude that 2 


|mere man may be acceptable to 


God, though he be confined ia 


_ his devotions to a form of words. 


The objection againft family 


| prayer from a want of gifts, it 


appears, is not infurmountable; 
and it is hoped that no one will 
dwell upon it, fo as to prevent his 
compliance, with a reafonable, 
{criptural and important duty. 
OBJECTION VI. 

“ T am an impenitent finner— 
The facrifice of the wicked is an 
abomination to the Lord: I can- 
not therefore in confcience pray to 
God by myfelf; far lefs can I 
confent to lead in the devotions of 
others, 2s in family prayer.” 

I fuppofe, my friend, that you 
feel yourfelf to be ftrongly forti- 
fied by an objeétion which is in 
the mouths of many at the pref- 
ent time. I fhall not be able to 


| drive you from your imaginary 


{trong hold, unleis God by his 
fpirit {peak to your heart.—I re. 
queft you to confider the follow- 


_ ing things, 


t. If the plea of impenitence 
will avail to excufe you from pray- 
er, it will excufe you from the 
performance of every other duty ; 
and fhould you remaia impenitent 


'to the day of your death, you 


will be found without guilt. 
Your plea for the negle& of pray- 


in his prayer continually, and yet | er proceeds on the ground that 


pray with the fpirit. He may va- 
ry his language in every prayer, | 


| you do not think yourfelf to de- 


ferve punifhment. What an aw- 


and yet may not be acceptable to | ful ftate are you in, while coa- 


God. Our Saviour did not di- 
rect his difciples to lifelefs prayers, 
and yet he gave to them a form 
of prayer, or a fummary of the 
petitions which they were daily to 
offer up to their heavenly Father. 





Jefus Chriit, when in hie agony 
Vou. 1V. No. 11. 


tending with God ?—The con- 
fideration that you are an impeni- 
tent finser, furnifhes a ftrong.are 
gument for feeking God by hum- 
ble prayer, as well as in the ufe 
of other means, that you may 
obtain mercy. 
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2. You a& inconfittently with 


yourfelf. You reftrain prayer be- | 


fore God, becaufe you are an im- 
penitent finner. Why do you not 
ftop plowing ? The plowing of the 
wicked is fin. Why do you eat 
and drink, fince you are com- 
manded to do thefe, and whatev- 





(Mar, 


_ comes to your granary before your 


' 








er you do, to the glory of God ? | 
If you do not perform the com- | 


mon offices of life out of a fu- 
preme regard to the divine glory, 
you finin the performance of them. 


Why are you fo much afraid of | 
finning againtft God in prayer, | 
while you have no fear of itin fo | 
many other things, in which you | 
are equally commanded to feek his | 
glory? Would you, if your houfe | 


was on fire negle¢t to extinguifh 


impenitent finner? Oh! be affur- 


eyes, and takes from it bread-corn 
for himfelf and family, and thould 
reply to your expoftulation, « ] 
can’t in confcience afk you for it, 
but the grain I muit have;”’ would 
you think that he condu@s as he 
does from a fcrupulous regard to 
your character ? Or, fuppofe he 
takes your horfe and rides to 2 
diftant town, and pleads, when 
you call him to an account, that 
he could not in confcience afk 
you for the loan of your beat, 
would you not either think him to 
be a deranged man ; or under the 
influence of avery corrupt difpo- 
fition? Now apply the cafe of 
your neighbor to yourfelf. The 


2 ' earth is the Lord's and the fulnefs 
the flame becaufe that you are an | 


{ 


ed that you are travelling ina) 


crooked path, and that a deceived 


you are, every moment, in dan- 
ger of hell-fire, you flatter your- 


thereof, the world and they that 


dwell therein. The beatts of the 


field and of the foreft, and the 


cattle upon a thoufand hills are 
heart has turned you afide. While 


felves that you muft not pray to | 


God for efcape; and that any 


thing is a duty rather than atten. 


tion to the concerns of your foul. | 


3. You have not that reverence 
for God which you may fuppefe 
you have, while you urge a {cru- 
ple of confcience againtt praying 
to him. If you had a true rev- 
erence for God, how could you 
prefume to ufe the gifts of provi- 
dence without aking his leave ? 
You do ufe them in this manner, 
while you negle& to pray to God. 
‘You neither acknowledge his 
hand in any thing, nor afk of him 


his. They are his in the ftricteft 
fenfe ; as he is their Creator, and 
conftant preferver. He openeth 
his hand and fatisfieth the defire 
of every living thing. Creatures 
cannot be yours only in a very 
limited fenfe ; but they are the 
Lord’s in the higheft fenfe pofli- 
ble. You are daily ufing fome or 
other of the creatures of God, 


. for your fubfiftence and comfort ; 


and are, as a prayerlefs man, nct- 
ther afking his leave to ule them, 


' nor his bleffing in the ufe. How 
| is it that if your confcience be fo 


a blefling, nor his leave to ufe any | 
thing in your prayerlefs ftate. | 


Does fuch condu& as this evi- 


dence a reverential fear of the | it happen that confcience is fo 


tender that you cannot afk leave to 
take the bleflings of providence 
for your ufe, that your confcience 
will fo quickly permit you to lay 
your hands upon them without 
paying any acknowledgment to 


| their divine author ? How does 


Mott High ? Are you impelled to | 


fuch behavior by a tender con- 
{cience ? 


Suppofe a neighbor of yours | fcrupled to afk another for a fa- 


tender in the one cafe, and fo un- 
fecling in the other? We fhould 
certainly think that a man who 
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vor, would equally fcruple to take 
fer his ufe what he wifhed for, 
without afking leave. How af- 
tonifhing is the blindnefs of man 
in the concerns of religion ? 

4. Prayer, whether of the fe- 
cret or focial kind, is not, like 
fome other duties, limited to 
qualified fubjects ; but the per- 
formance of it is enjoined upon all 
men without delay. A_ perfon 
cannot be admitted to the Lord’s 
Supper, according to divine rule, 
unlefs fome character be formed in 
him which conftitutes his next or 
immediate right. He is, for in- 
ftance, to have knowledge to dif- 
cern the Lord’s Bedy, and is to 
examine himfelf as to his motives, 
before he comes to the commun- 
ion table. But prayer does not 
fuppofe a good character previ- 
oufly formed, any more than rea- 
ding the Bible, and an attendance 
on public worfhip. The impeni- 
tent finner therefore, may be cal- 
led upon to pray as his next duty, 
be his prefent character what it 
may. 

Should you feel alarmed, as 
many impenitent finners have 
done, your fcruples of confcience 
would inftantly vanifh You 
would, while you realized that 
you finned in every thing, be en- 
gaged in prayer, both in your 
clofet and family. Reft not upon 
an excufe which will, fooner or 
later, give you unfpeakable pain. 
A& the rational part of thofe who 
daily call upon God. 

Impartially and ferioufly re- 
view the remarks which have now 
been offered to convince you of 
your duty, and to remove your 
objections. May you be excited 
to the praétice of family devotion, 
by arguments drawn from family 
forrows and joys, from its benev- 
olent tendency towards your do- 
meftics, in encouraging piety, 
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and difcountenancing wickednefs 
—from its tendency to hand reli- 
gion down to the fucceeding gen- 
erations, from facts recorded in 
{cripture relative to the condu& 
of men highly approved of God, 
and from the example of Chriftin 
particular, in praying with his 
family. Tothefe, add the dread- 
ful ftate of families which continue 
prayerlefs thro’ life. Upon them 
the Lord will pour out his fury, 
and caufe them to feel the bitter 
iruits of their wickeduefs. 

The objeétions which have been 
brought againit this duty can have 
no weight with a ferious mind, 
Heads of families will not, if they 
act rationally, be deterred from 
the duty, becaufe it is an old cuf- 
tom handed down by tradition— 
becaufe fome who pray in their 
houfes appear to have no proper 
fenfe of what they are doing— 
becaufe many live in the negleé& 
of the duty—becaufe they are 
diffident in their make; and be- 
caufe they have not the belt gifts, 
and are deflitute of grace in their 
hearts. Thefe objeétions, with 
all others which may be brought, 
will vanifh like the fhades of night 
before the approach of the morn- 


ing fun, when God fhall fet your hi ey 

fins in order before your eyes. ea 
You ftand, my friends, in an joe 

important relation to pofterity. oe 


It will be remembered of you while 
your name is preferved among the ee 4 
living, whether your houfe was a 


Bethel, a houfe of God, or a | 
houfe of Belial. Which of thefe a iy 
reputations do you wilh to leave eu 
among the living ? nae 

Suppofe a fon of yours, fettled Wake 


in family ftate, fhould be feized 
with dangerous ficknefs, his fears 
of future mifery fhould be alarm- 
ed, and he fhould thus addrefs 
you: * My father, I lived with 
you from infancy to manhood ; 
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but I never heard a prayer from 
your lips. I felt encouraged by 
your example to fet out in the 
world without prayer. I have 
been fetting the fame example be- 
fore my little ones which you did 
before yours. But now I tremble 
at the confequences. Permit me, 
my dear parent, to {peak plainly 
—I greatly fear that you and I 
have the blood of fouls to anfwer 
for by our negle€&t. Oh, let us re- 
pent and reform without delay, 





and feck a pardoning God for | 


mercy.” 


Would rot fuch an addvrefs cut | 


to the heart the prayerlefs Father, 


who is not dead to all tender feel. | 


ings? Avoid all occafions here- 
after, I entreat you, of laying 


yourfelves open to fuch reproofs | 


from the lips of a dying child. 
Begin family prayer without de- 


lay. If you negleé this duty any ' 


longer, Satan will take advantage 
from it, and will by himfelf and 
his emiffaries, labor to prevent the 
performance of it in any future 
period of your life. Look to 
God for help. Confefs to your 


: heart.”? 








[May, 


beft tend to imprefs your own 
hearts and the hearts of your do. 
meftics. Inftru@ your houfeholds 
in the doétrines and duties of re. 
vealed religion, while you are 
praying with them from day to 
day. Enforce your endeavors by 
a holy example.—Remember that 
without faith it is impoffible to 
pleafe God. You mutt have the 
power as well as the form of god. 
linefs, or you will perihh, after all 
your exertions to maintain order 
in your houfes. Adopt the refo. 
lution of David, (Pfal. ci.) «I 
will fing of mercy and of judg. 
ment: unto thee O Lord will I 
fing. 1 will behave myfelf wifely 


| in a perfect way. Oh when wilt 


thou come unto me? I will walk 
within my houfe with a perfeé 
May you have fuch 


_members of your houfeholds, as 


that you may be enabled to enjoy 


alittle refemblance of the family 


in heaven, while you are pilgrims 
y 


‘and ftrangers on the earth; and 


domeftics your fin in living with- | 
out prayer heretofore, and tell | 


them, that you are refolved by 
divine grace to reform. Be en- 
gaged in the duty, which has been 
urged, and you will find that ten 
thoufand difficulties will vanith. 
Take unto yourfelves the whole 
armor of God. Pray always with 
all prayer and fupplication in the 
Spirit, and watch thereunto with 
all perfeverance. 

Let thofe who maintain family 
prayer, be encouraged to continue 
in the prattice, with as few inter- 
ruptions as poflible. In your de- 
votion guard againft all oftentation 
on the one hand, and againft celd 
formality on the other. Let your 
morning and evening facrifices be 
performed in a manner which fhall 








may all thofe bleffings come upon 
you, which are promifed to the 
habitation of the jult! 


Question. Do faints ever lofe 
any degree of grace, or fandifica- 
tion ? Or, Is grace in faints ever 
diminifbed, fo that a lefs quantity 
is now poffeffed, than at a prece- 


ding period ? 


1 HIS being among the doubt- 
‘T ful fubjeéts, it does not be- 
come us to decide pofitively upon 
it ; yet evidence, perhaps fatisfac- 
tory, may be produced that faints 
never lofe any, not the leaft de- 
gree, of that fanétification which 
they have attained. This isa {ub- 


je& on which revelation only is to 


be confulted, and the evidence 
from revelation is to be obtained 
from two fources. 
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1. Pofitive affurances or decla- | gree, is totally inconfiftent. Let 
rations, that holinefs in faints fhall | us now confider the other fource 


be progreflive. It is faid, Job. | 


xvii. 9. Zhe righteous /hall hold on 
-itude.—As the fimilitudes which 


his way. ‘This is equal to a pofi- 


tive @eclaration or an 


abfelute | 


promife, that the righteous fhall | 


maintain his degree of grace, or 


the progrefs he hath made in the 
way of holinefs or life. If he 
doth not this, if the quantity or 
degree of grace ia him be dimin- 
ithed, at that time, he doth not 
hold on his way ; but reclines, and 
his movement is retrogade, rather 
than progreffive. It is added, 
and he that hath clean hands fhall 
wax frronger and ftronger. This 
alfo afferts an increafiug or con- 
ftant improving, which is incon- 
filtent with a declining ftate. It 
is faid, Pfa. lxxxiv. 7. They go 
from flrength to firength. If this 
relates primarily to faints, equally 
with the other, it afferts that 
progreflive improvement of grace 
with which the diminution of it at 
at any time is incompatible.— If 
it defcribed the collection of the 


tribes of Ifrael from their refpet- | up to everlatting life. 


ive refidences, to folemnize the | 


of inftruGtion, 
2. That of comparifon or fimil- 


reprefent the nature and ftate of 
grace are numerous as well as va- 
rious, let it fuffice only to refer 
to them, or produce the fcriptures 


| which comain them. The para- 
_ bles of the muftard feed, and leav- 





en caft into meal, are probably de- 
figned to reprefent the nature of 
grace in the hearts of faints, equal- 
ly with the progrefs of Chriit’s 
kingdom in the world, In Prov. 
iv. 16. grace is compared to a 
fhining light which fhines more 
and more until the perfe& day.— 
Ifa. xliv. 4. They thall /pring up 
as willows by their water courfes. 
Pfa. i. 1—3. Bleffed is the man 
that walketh not in the counfel of 
the ungodly—his leaf alfo sHaty 
not wither. Mal. iv. You that 
fear my name—thall grow up as 
calves for the ftall. john iv. 14. 
The water that I fhall give him, 
fhatl be a well of water /pring sing 
2 Cor. iii. 
18. But we all with open face 


feafts of the Lord, or of individu- | | beholding as in a glafs the glory 
als, to attend his worfhip in Jeru- | | of the Lord, are changed into the 
falem, and this were typical of the | fame image from glory to glory. 
collection of the numerous com- | Grace in faints is compared to an 


munities, or individuals of his peo- 
ple, from the four winds of heav- 


infant or child. 1 Pet. ii. 2. As 
new born babes, defire the fincere 


en, in his holy hill of Zion—it | milk of the word, that ye may 


teaches, that faints in their pilgri- | Bes thereby. 


t Cor. xii. 1f. 


mages are continually progrefling | | When I was a child, I underttood 


toward that better country, as the | 
tribes of Ifrael progreffed in their | 
journey to Jerufalem.—it is faid, 
Ifa. xk. 31. They that wait upon 


asachild—but when I became a man 

I put away childifh things. Eph. 

iv. 11. And he gave fome apoftles 
} —for the perfetting of the faints— 


| 


the Lord fhall renew their firength, | till we all come ia the unity of the 
t! hey thall mount up with wings as | faith, unto a perfect man—that 
eagles, run and not be weary, ‘walk | | we be no mere children, but fpeak- 


and not faint: 


All which expref- ing the truth in love may grow up 


fons imply that conflant progrefs into him in all things which is the 


in holinefs with which the diminu- 
tion of fanctification, in any de- 


head, even Chrift.—If it be faid, 
As plants wither by drought, and 
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children are diminifhed by fick- 
nefs in fize and ftrength, fo grace 
in faints may be diminifhed by 
temptations and lufts, the diftem- 
pers of the foul ; to complete the 
obje€tion it may be added, and 
the reafoning is equally conclufive, 
as children, by ficknefs, decay and 
die, fo grace in faints may decline 
and become extinét: and is not 
the argument from the fimilitude 
as direct and decifive for the total 
extinclion, as for the diminution 
of grace ?——But ought not a con. 
viction of the conftantly improving 
nature of grace to be produced in 
our minds by aflurances fo pofi- 
tive and fimilitudes fo dire& and 
inftru€tive, though no fatisfaGory 
folution of apparent objections 
could be produced? One gene- 
ral ebfervation fupported by di- 
vine teftimony will obviate all the 
particular cafes which may be of- 
fered under the prefent objection, 
viz. that the gracious conftitution 
which God has eftablifhed with 
his people, proceeds in a manner 
or order, diredétly the reverfe of 
the conftitution of vature. As it 
is prefumed this propofition will 
be illuftrated by the fubfequent 
remarks, io particular proof of it 
will be produced. If God has 
eftablithed fuch a gracious contti- 
tution, though children decay, by 
ficknefs, in fize and flrength ; 
temptations and luits, the infirmi- 
ties of the foul, tend to the im- 
provement of grace.—It may be 
obdferved in this place, though it 
be a partial digreflion, that fymp- 
toms or exprefiions of weaknels, 
through diminution of natural 
ftrength or mental vigor by the 
power of ficknefs, or the infirmi- 
ties of age, are no real evidence of 
the decay of grace. As grace 
does not change the conilitution, 
nor flate of the body, nor the fa- 
culties of the mind, and thefe are 


the organs by which grace is ex. 
hibited, as thefe are feeble or vi > 
orous, fuch may be the manifefts. 
tion which grace makes of itfelf, 
Happily however we are furnithed 
with many pleafing inftances in 
which grace manifefts itfelf with 
uncommon luftre amidft great bo. 
dily weaknefs and all the infirmi. 
ties of age, as fo many illuftrations 





and confirmations of divine truth 
| and fidelity. Jn old age they fell 
be fat and flourifbing, to thew thai 
the Lord is upright and there is ne 
unrighteoufne/s in him. 

The holy feriptures affure us, 
that {piritual improvement is the 
immediate end of thofe chatftife. 
ments, of which inward trials are 
a very important part, which faints 
experience in this life. Our natu- 
ral parents correct us for their 
pleafure, but their heavenly Father 
chaitens them for their profit, that 
they may be partakers of bis boline/s. 
And their afflictions, inward as 
| well as outward, yield in them the 
' peaceable fruits of righteoufnefs. 
| They produce this happy effect 
| by exhibiting the vanity of earth- 
| ly obje&s and difappointing their 
expectations from them, mortify- 
ing their fenfual and finful defres 
and appetites, fubduing their cb- 
ftinate and refractory tempers, and 
reducing their wills to a quiet and 
cheerful fubmiffion to the will ot 
their heavenly Father, and fo they 
learn obedience by the things they Suf- 
fer :—and by drawing the curtain 
of time and difclofing invifible 
fubjects more affectingly, impref- 
fing them more feelingly, aad ¢x- 
hibiting the glory to be revealed 
more attractively, they excite {pir 
itual affetions more ardentl i and 
thus amidft temptations without, 
and trials within, though their 
outward man perifh, yet is their 
inward man renewed day ly day § 
while they look at things whick 
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are not feen and are eternal.— 
But efpecially two objections 
againft this fentiment ought to be 
confidered and obviated. 

I. That the cautions and ex- 
hortations addrefled to faints 
imply at leaft a poffibility of de- 
clining in grace. See that ye lofe 
not the things which ye have attain- 
ed, &c. 'To which it may be re- 
plied, 

1. That fuch cautions equally 
imply a poffibility of falling from 
grace totally and finally ; and if 
they are not a conclufive evidence 
for the total extinétion, neither 
are they for the diminution of 
grace.—But it is efpecially to be 
obferved, 

2. That faints are preferved and 
improve in a gracious ftate by the 
cautions and exhortations of {crip- 
ture as a neceffary and ufeful mean 
for the purpofe. It is indeed the 
only way in which they can be 
preferved as faints, or in an holy 
manner, as they exhibit the argu- 
ments and motives which excite 
that voluntary exertion, or thofe 
virtuous exercifes in which holinefs 
radically confifts. If we fhould 
fuppofe that faints were fupported 
in a gracious fate without cau- 
tions and encouragements, there 
would be no more holinefs in it, 
than in the prefervation of the 
earth or fea; as it would be an 
efle&t of mere divine power, with- 
out any intelleGtual, moral exer- 
cife whatever. But the addrefs 
of fuch motives, of evil to be 
avoided, and of good to be attain- 
ed, exhibit cbje¢ts and furnith op- 
portunity for voluntary exercifes, 
and continually ftimulate to holy 
exertions: the fear of experien- 
cing the fatal effe&s of declenSon 
or apoftacy, and the hope of ob- 
taining the blefled reward of pro- 
greflive perfevering grace, exciting 
the exercife of holy vigilance and 
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affiduity in walking the way of 
life.—We may now confider the 
other obje&tion, 

Il. The experience of the god- 
ly.—They find their ftate ex- 
tremely various. At times pof- 
feffed of thofe views of divine ob- 
jeGts which elevate their minds 
and fill them with holy wonder 
and joy—from which they decline 
and defcend till they become fpec- 
tacles of emptinefs, guilt and un- 
worthinefs, a terror to themfelves, 
and are confcious of thofe horrid 
atheiftical thoughts, impure imag- 
inations and aéts of wickednefs 
which produce ferious doubts and 
inquiries, not fo much whether 
they have declined in grace, as 
whether they ever had any grace 
at all—and can it be fuppofed, 
that they now poflefs as great a 
degree of grace as when in a fub- 
lime and elevated frame ? To 
this it may be replied, 

1. That many of the blafphe- 
mous and atheiftical thoughts 
which faints experience, are not 
the effects of corruption ; but Sa-' 
tanic injetions, the fiery darts of 
their {piritual enemies. — heir im- 
pure imaginations, the acts of 
wickednefs of which they are con- 
{cious, may not be the effe&s of a 
decline in grace and the increafe 
of corruption, but the fruit of that 
corruption which previoufly ex- 
ifted, drawn into exercife by the 
exhibition of an enticing objec. 
Even thefe indire@ly promote their 
growth in grace, by difclofing the 
fountain of wickednefs in their 
hearts, giving oceafion for the 
renewed exercife of repentance and 
humility, riveting thofe tempers 
more deeply in them, teaching 
them more effectually their entire 
dependence upon the grace of 
God to preferve them from fin- 
ning and falling—the worth of 
pardoning mercy, and, remember- 
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ing the wormwood and: the gail, | ignorant of the artifices of Satan, 
inculcating leffons of diffidesce, the deceitfulnefs of fin, of the 
circumfpedtion and prayerfulnefs, | blindnefs, pride, obftinacy and re. 
which have an habitual influence | bellion of their hearts; would 
over them all their days.—Not | poffefs much greater degrees of 
only hath moft important and ufe- | felf fufficiencyand vain confidence, 
ful inftruétion been derived.to the | more forward and zealous like Pe. 
people of God, anc effential ben- | ter, more expofed to the influence 
efit arifen to individuals, by the | of temptation, and to difhonor 
terrible falls of David, Solomon | God and religion through it.— 
and Peter, but from thefe falls} But whom the Lord loves he 
the overruling wifdom and grace chaitens, as well by {piritual de. 
of God took occafion to make | fertions and inward. conflids, as 
them more excellent faints on | by outward trials and afliGions— 
earth, and more happy in heaven | and the direét exercifes of grace 
than they would have been, if they | mutt be fufpended—they muit de. 
had never fallen victims to tempt- | fcend into the dark caverns, and 
ation.—If any from this fay, Let | be conducted through the various 
us fin that grace may abound, and | apartments of a corrupt and de- 
do evil that good may come, it is | praved heart, and infpe@ the 
fufficient, as a prefervative from | wicked and foul fpirits which in- 
fuch an abnufe of the truth, to} habit them, for their humiliation 
fuggeft the obfervation of the A- | and abhorrence ; to bring them 
‘ pottle, the damnation of fuch is | to loathe themfelves for their man- 
ju. ifold abominations, mortify their 
2. The feelings of faints are | pride and independent fpirit, and 
not the teft by which their flate, | compel them to confide alone in 
or degree of grace is to be refolv- | God and grace. Thefe humilia- 
ed. If they feel at fome times | ting fcenes purify and refine them. 
more empty and vile, than at oth- | By thefe grace takes root down- 
ers, it is no certain evidence, nor | ward and bears fruit upward, is 
real fymptom of the decay, or di- | the greater purity and fervor of 
minution of graceinthem. Thefe | their holy affections, and the re- 
mortifying fcenes may really be ; fiaement of their joy and comfort, 
high exercifes of grace ; not to- | thofe peaceable fruits of righteoul- 
wards its dire&t and proper objecis, | nefs which proceed from them. 
God, or Chriit, or heaven; but PEREGRINUS. 
indire&tly towards themfelves, in > £3 
repentance, felf abhorrence and | Oa want of conformity to the wiil of 
abafement of foul before God ; God. 
when they will, they muft be | Melis. Evsrons, 


empt vile and devoid of race, | ; a . 

—— ing AS your ufeful Magazine 1s 

in their own efteem. sso cael ms 

| “yes very popular, it is read by man} 

3- Thefe fcenes of humiliation , eS) alt le 

1 i of acertain defcription of peop! 

are really neceilary and highly f : sm 

viheled “Greve the araeina'o4 4a have not as yet been particu 
erul. ‘ ie gracious ’ * wry Tow! 

. hee larly addrefled. The following 

times to be fupported in an ele- } 


vated frame, they would continue mere are fubmitted for thes 
to be like new converts, like the | "*"°"" 

Ifraelites at the Red Sea, ina HERE are many people; of 
glow of affection, but extremely | fober manners, and decent 
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jives.and converfation, regular on 
the fabbath, and conftant at the 
fanétuary, that are confcious to 
themfelves, that they are not uni- 
ted to Chrift by faving faith, or 
conformed to God by fpiritual 
obedience. [tis common for fuch 
people to think too well of them- 
felves, They too generally con- 
ceive, that they are not exceed- 
ingly vile at heart, nor worthy of 
enduring the wrath of God for- 
ever, There is indeed a differ. 
ence between them, and the open- 
ly immoral and profane, but it is 
important that they fhould know 
their own characters, and be con- 
vinced that a God of infinite pu- 
nity cannot look upon them but 
with abhorrence. Let us exam- 
ine whether it be not great wick- 
ednefs to live without obedience 
to the holy law of God, and with.. 
out faith in Jefus Chrift, and 
whether fuch a courfe does not 
render men deferving of the wrath 
of God, however decent they may 
be, in their outward deportment. 
Let us firft confider in what 
manner the Moft High regards the 
want of obedience and faith : He 
bas fully taught us this in his 
word. By far the moft numerous 
complaints and charges, which he 
mentions againft mankind, are the 
want of obedience, faith, fub- 
miffion and holinefs. One of the 
moft terrible threatnings to be 
found in the new teftament, is 
grounded, net upon grofs and no- 
torious immoralities, but upoa 
not knowing God, and not obey- 
iag the gofpel of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift. 2 Theff. i. 7, 8. * The 
Lord Jefus fhall be revealed from 
heaven, with his mighty angels, 
in Laming fire, taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and 
obey not the gofpel of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift.””, Whena man who 
depends merely on a decent extes 
Vou IV. No. 11. 
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rior reads of Chrift’s coming in 
fuch vengeance, he is ready to 
conclude that it is to punifh a 
Cain, that murdered his brother, 
a Manaffeh, that filled Jerufalem 
with innocent blood, or a Judas ; 
and is furprifed to find that this 
isa reprefentation of what will be 
infli&ed upon fuch as merely know 
not God, and obey not the gof- 
pel of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

If we turn back to the old tef- 

tament, we fhall find in the firft 
chapter of the proverbs, @ threat- 
ning equally dreadful againft men 
of the fame charafter. Becaufe 
I have called, and ye have refufed, 
Lf have firetched out my hand, and 
na man regarded ; but ye have fet 
at neught all my counfel, and would 
none of my reproof : which is trye 
even of the moft decent unbeliev- 
ers: J alfo will laugh at your ¢a- 
lamity, I will mock when your fear 
cometh: When your fear cometh as 
dcfelation, and your defiruflioncometh 
as @ whirlwind, when difire/s and 
anguifh comeih upon you. Then foal 
they call upon me, but [ will not hear: 
they foall feck me early, but they foall 
not find me: For that they hated 
knowledge, and did not as #4 the 
fear of the Lord. They would none 
of my counfel, they defpifed all my 
reproof: Therefore fhall they eat of 
the fruit of their own way, and be 
Jilled with their own devices. Une 
believers, who think the belt of 
themfelves, are guilty of all the 
negle@t, difregard and want of 
obedience to God, on account of 
which, thefe awful curfes are de- 
nounted. 

It is the general tenor of the 
{criptures, to reprove men for not 
obeying the voice of the Lord, 
for unhelief, which is not believing 
on Chrift, for unrighteoufnefs, 
which is the want of righteoufnefs, 
for iniquity, which is the want of 
equity, er unfaithfylnefs, aud in 
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a word, for the want of thofe 
things, which God requires of his 
‘people. Jefus has faid, He that 
believeth not is condemned al- 
ready, becaufe he hath not be- 
dJieved in the name of the only be- 
gotten Son of God. The crime 
on account of which the Ifraelites 
were condemned to perifh in the 
wildernefs, was their not believing 
and not obeying the Lord. 
Jews were broken from their own 
olive by unbelief. The wicked 
are deftroyed for the fame crime. 


He that believeth not fhall be | 


damned. Sin confifts not only in 


the tranfgreffion of the prohibi- | 
tions of the divine law, but alfo | 


To | 


in want of conformity to it. 
fuch as neglect duty the Lord 
will fay, Thou wicked and floth- 
ful fervant, and of fuch, caft ye 


the unprofitable fervant into outer | 


Garknefs, there fhall be weeping 
and gnafhing of teeth. 
Befides : 


ment, has told us that judgment 


will be given againft thofe on the | 


left, becaufe they neglected to give 
him meat and drink and clothing 


and hofpitable lodging, and to vifit | 


him in ficknefs and prifon. It is 
on this.ground that he will declare 
them accurfed, and fentence them 
to depart into everlafting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels. 
By thefe confiderations it is evi- 
dent, that we have to deal with 
one, who confiders inattention to 


him, and to his gofpel, exceed- | 


ingly criminal, and deferving of 
his wrath, and will punifh it with 
everlafting deftruction. 

That the wickednefs of neg- 
keting our duty may appear in its 
true light, let it be illuftrated by 
the following fimilitude. Sup- 
pofe a father, at the head of a nu- 
merous family ; feveral of his 
children utterly neglect to do any 
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The | 


our Lord in the rep- | 
refentation he has given us of the | 
decifionsat the day of general judg- 


Le 
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thing he commands them, or te 
regard his counfels and admoni- 
tions. He calls but they do not 
anfwer, he ftretches out his hand 
but they do not regard, he bids 
one do this, and another that, 
but every one is too bufy in his 
own diverfions, to Pay any atten. 
tion to his authority or interefts, 
Would a parent in thefe circum. 
| ftances receive it as a fufficient ex. 
| cufe, if they fhould plead thus, Fa- 
ther, we have done no mifchief, we 
have not beat you, nor called you 
ill names, nor killed yourcattle,nor 
faid a word to perfuade the other 
children to do evil; you cannot 
pretend to blame us for any thing 
but negligence, and furely fo long 
as we have done no mifchief, mere 
negligence can be but a venial 
fault, and ought not to be noti- 
ced? Would he not reply and 
tell them, that they were in re- 
| bellion, difhonoring him with their 
contempt, ruining the family, and 
themfelves ? And fhould we not 
juftify the father in difinheriting 
them forever ? 

Or if, inftead of a father, we 
fuppofe the commander of an ar- 
my, aud his troops perfifted in 
paying no attention to his direc- 
‘tions, would not fuch an army be 
| overcome by a very defpicable 
| force 2? And does not this fhow, 
| that want of conformity to the 
| will of God is a fearful crime ? 
| Belides : If we fhould candidly 
'contemplate the law of God, 





i ° ° . re | 
| which requires us to love him with 


all our hearts and our neighbor 
| as ourfelves, we mutt be convinced 
| of its reafonab!enefs, and import- 
| ance in itfeif, and that neglecting 
_ this principle of impartial love, 
| tends to the fubverfion of general 
| happinefs, and muft be viewed 88 
a@ crime. . 

So alfo negle@ting to believe 07 
Jefus Chrilt, is very ungrateful to 
him, who laid down: his life for 
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finners ; and tends to overthrow 
all the benefits and glory of his 
death. Such omiffions are a di- 
ret oppofition to all the claims of 
God, and are at variance with his 
whole government of the world. 
Jt is therefore manifeft, that God 
will be glorious in taking ven- 
geance on them that. know not 
God and obcy not the gofpel of 
our Lord Jefus Chrit. 

How deluded then are thofe 
who regard the negleé&t of God 
and of duty, as a venial fin! 
How ftupid and hardened! They 
have little or no fenfe of duty and 
obligation, or of the wretched 
depravity of their own hearts. 
This ignorance, or rather infenfi- 
bility of guilt, is a bar againft re- 
pentance, faith, and a reconcilia- 
tion to God, according to the 
propofal of the gofpel. While 
it continues, hew can the finner 
fee the plague of his own heart— 
feel the neceflity of being born 
again—realize his need of a divine 
Saviour, and an infinite atone- 
ment? or how can he confiftently 
believe the doctrines of the bible ? 
Certainly thofe who fee no evil 
worthy of divine wrath, in wholly 
calling off God, are expofed to 
fall into almoft any delufion. 

Having thought on the evil of 
not conforming to the will of 
God, let the reader ferioufly re- 
fle& on the life he has led, aud 
the importance of turning to the 
Lord with bis whole heart, agree- 
ably to the -diretion, ‘ My fon, 


give me thine heart.’ 


S— R-9-Q. 





4 Narrative of a work of divine 
grace in Killingworth, fecond 
Society, which began in the year 
1801. 


MONG the numerous in- 
{lances in which the Great 
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Head of the Church hath of late 
manifefted his power and grace 
in the revival of religion, his fa- 
vors to this church and people, I 
think, cannot with propriety be 
accounted the leaft, as will appear 
from the following inconteftible 
fads. 

The peculiar difficulties which 
fubfifted among this people, ren- 
dered it very improbable that 
there fliould take place fo glori- 
ous a work of the Spirit of God. 
But we are aflured from his hely 
word, and it was here exempli- 
fied, that “* God feeth not as man 
feeth, neither are his ways as our 
ways. He preferveth the fouls 
of his faints, he delivereth them 
out of the haad of the wicked ; 
and unto the upright there arifeth 
light in darknefs.” 

In the latter part of the month 
of April, a number of the young 
people requefled that a fermon 
might be preached to them, upon 
eleGiion day, which they had for- 
merly obferved as a day of feaft- 
ing and merriment. ‘The propo- 
fal, at firft, was made to me by 
two or three only, and I declined 
it, thinking it inexpedient upon 
that day, when there feemed to 
be no fpecial reafon for it.’ As 
yet, I had no knowledge of any 
uncommon ferioufnefs beginning 
in the place, neither was any fug- 
gefted by them of the kind. But 
the folicitation being renewed, 
and by a large number, I confent- 
ed to preach, though upon a dif- 
ferent day. Still ignorant of their 
defign, I endeavored to adapt the 
fermon to their age and condition 


in life, hoping it might be ufeful/ 


There was a full aflembly of old, 
as well as young, and folemn at- 
tention. At this time the fpirit 
of the Lord was fecretly working 
in them, tho’ there was nothing 
further faid, until the evening of 
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the roth of May following, when 
about fifty perfons defired a con- 
ference, that evening, or a dif- 
courfe upon the fubjeGof religion. 
At feeing fuch a number colleét- 
ed, inquiring for the crucified Je- 
fas, I was fo ftruck with the fol- 
emn appearance, .that for a few 
moments I was at a lofs what 
was wileft to be done. After fe- 
rious refiection, and hoping God 
would give me affiftance, 1 con- 
eluded to addrefs them, on thefe 
words: “* Now therefore are we 
all here prefent before God, to 
hear all things that are commaad- 
ed thee of God.”” They feemed 
to be much moved and comforted 
by the fubje&. 

Perceiving that the fpirit of 
the Lord was in very deed in this 
place, and in a peculiar manner 
fhedding its benign influence on 
the finful children of men, it was 
deemed expedient to appoint 
weekly conferences, for the en- 
couragement of fuch a work, 
which began in the manner above 
mentioned, and have been con- 
ftantly and pun¢tually attended, 
to the prefent time. 

The conferences, at firft, were 
leoked upen by feme in a very 
unfavorable point of light, and 
fuppofed te be party meetings, in- 
Rituted to divide the fociety ftill 
more and more; and thofe whe 
were known to be under convic- 
tions of fin, were fuppofed to be 
falling into:a kind of delirium. 
Notwithftanding, the work was 
gradually carried on till there was 
a fuller difplay of God’s fove- 
reignty and grace, upen the oth 
and 10th of Augult, at which 
time I was abeut to leave the fo- 
ciety, fer feveral moathis, at leat, 
if not finally, to fulfl a previous 
engagement. It appeared expe- 
dient therefore to invite thofe who 
were under ferious impreffions, to 
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meet at my lodgings for Chriftian 
converfation. Accordingly upon 
the Sabbath, I informed the con. 
gregation, that there would be 
uch a meeting at two o’clock the 
next day. In the evening about 
forty came in, for religious in. 
ftruction, and on the next day the 
houfe was filled, generally, thro’ 
the day, efpecially in the after. 
noon. More than 200 were pref. 
ent, anxious about their falvation, 
till fome time in the evening, 
when they reluctantly retired, 
At this time about 60 were found 
deeply affe&ted with the plague 
of their own hearts, and the eth. 
ers ferioufly alarmed, according to 
the words of the Prophet,  Sin- 
ners in Zion are afraid ; fearfulnefs 
kath furprifed the hypocrite.” 

Several having paffed the night 
in forrow, came again very carly 
in the morning, much affected at 
the recolleGtion of their patt of- 
fences, crying, Men and brethren, 
what fhall we de? Under thefe 
affeGiing circumftances, I was cal- 
led to leave this diftrefled people. 
They were much affected at the 
thought of being deftitute of a 
preached gefpel, as it feemed they 
muft be, at fuch a time as this. 
They had no where to go but 
unto God, to whom they ought 
to have repaired befere ; but de- 
pending toe much on humae aid, 
they were at laft left to feel ther 
abfolute dependence upon the 
great Proprietor of all, and noth- 
ing remained for them to do, but 
to repent and believe. Under 
their diftrefs of foul they cried for 
mercy, and, fhortly after, numbers 
rejoiced in hope. 

In the months of September, 
Oober, November and Decem- 
ber, 32 hopeful converts were 2d- 
ded to the church. After this 1 
returned and miaiftered to the 


people here again, and the 2 sft of 
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April following, I took the pafto- 
ral charge of this church. Soon 
after, we were exercifed with fick- 
nefs to a very great degree, (rifing 
of fix hundred were fubjects of 
the difeafe in this fociety) fo that 
it feemed to flay the glorious 
work fora time, by ealling the 
people more immediately to the 
care of the body. This year, 
which was 1802, 17 only were 
vifibly brought into Chrift’s king- 
dom, by a profeffion of Chriftian- 
ity. The year following, 1803, 
the attention of both old and 
young feemed to be unufually ex- 
cited again, and 33 were added 
to our communion. Since the 
beginning of the prefent year, 9 
have been admitted, making in the 
whole 91; 46 males, and 45 fe- 
males. They are of different 
ages, frem nearly 70 down te 18, 
tho’ the greateft part are-youths 
and middle aged people. A num- 
ber more entertain comfortable 
hopes fince the late revival, and 
are counting the colt, before they 
enter the uch, and it is to be 
hoped they will foon publicly pro- 
fels the religion of Jefus. 

Many loft their former hope, 
and were led to build agaio, on 
another foundation, which is, 
Chrit formed in the foul the hope 
of glory. They affert, that the 
doétriaes of total depravity,God’s 
fovereignty, decrees, election, &c. 
were things toe grievous to be 
borne by them, until they were 
enlightened from on high. Even 
their articles of faith ufed in the 
church were exprefled ia this 
manner, ** You believe that man- 
kind are by nature ina ftate of 
ipiritual weaknefs.”” Altho’ the 


clofe do&trines of the gofpel were 


not abfolutely denied, yet they 
were ranked among the fecrets of 
the Almighty, and fuppofed to be 
io myfesious, that it wae an aét 
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of prudence, and a difplay of fu- 
perior wifdom, at leaft, to pafs 
them by. ‘Thus many went os 
fleeping and flumbering, until it 
appeared, that the Lord was pref. 
ent, as in Jeruialem, fearchiag it 
with candles and punifhing the 
men that were fettled on their 
lees. 
Oh, bleffed be God! that the 
folemn, pungent truths which 
were once fo unpleafant to their 
depraved taftes, are now become 
the meat and life of the renewed 
fouls. 

The animofitics which were in 
the church, fo far as the {pirit of 
God hath touched the hearts of 
its members, have entirely ceafed ; 
fo that they once more enjoy {weet 
communion together. Whatever 
may be the private feelings of in- 
dividuals, it is but an a& of juftice 
to them and to all, to fay, their 
deportment, in general, both ia 
the church and fociety, is decent 
and becoming,—all peaceably af. 
fembling together, en the Sab- 
bath, and other occafiors for re- 
ligious worthip, praifing the God 
of their fathers. 

Jossan B. Awprews. 
Killingworth, March 24th, 
A. D. 1804. 
(To be continued. ) 





As different explanations of diffi. 
cult paflages of Scripture may 
ultimately tend to produce 
light, the Editors think it pro- 
per to infert the following. 


Foa tue Connwecticur Evan- 
CGELICAL MaGazine. 


An Explanation of Rom. ix. % 
For I could wifh that myfelf 
were aceurfed from Chrift, for 
my brethren, my kinfmen ace 
ing to the ficfb.”’ 

HRISTLANS have found 
great difficulty in under 
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ftanding this paffage. Some have 
fuppofed, that St. Paul was willing 
to be forever caft off from Chritt, 
if he could by that means fave his 
brethren. This is the mott nat- 
ural interpretation of the verfe, as 
it ftands in our tranflation. But 
they have found great difficulty in 
imitating this fervent love of the 
Apoftle. And becaufe they could 
not bring themfelves to’a willing- 
nefs to be forever accurfed from 
Chrift, and to endure endlefs pun- 
ifhment, amidit the blafphemies of 
damned fpirits, in order to fave 
their brethren, they have been 
ready to condemn themfelves, for 
want of zeal in religion, and of 
love to the fouls of men. 

Others have been difpleafed 
with this interpretation, fuppofing 
it inconfiftent with love towards 
Chrift, to with to be accurfed 
from him, and have put various, 
forced conflructions upon the paf- 
age to avoid this inconfiftency. 

I will offer one, which I think 
obviates both thefe difficulties and 
makes the meaning of the verfe 
evident. The werd which is ren- 
dered could wifh, is not eptative 
but indicative, and fhould be ren- 
dered wifbed. The expreffion is 
emphatical, and is not merely J 
wifhed, but J my/e/f wifhed, &c. 
The firft part of the verfe fhould 
be tranflated thus ; For J my/elf 
wifbed to be accurfed from Chrift, 
and fhould be read in a parenthe- 
fis. ‘This conftrué¢tion makes the 
verfe, taken in conneétion with 
the other verfes, plain and beauti- 
ful. It ftands thus ; ‘I fay the 
truth in Chrift, I lie not, (my 
cenfcience alfo bearing me witnefs 
in the Holy Ghoft,) that I have 
great heavinefs and continual for- 
row in my heart, (for I my/felf 
wifbed to be accurfed from Chrift) 
for my brethren, my kinfmen ac- 
cording to the ficfh.”’ 





Paul fpoke from his own expe- 
rience. Before his converfion, 
while he was “ breathing threat. 
enings and flaughter againit the 
difciples of the Lord,’ he wifbed 
to be accurfed from Chrif, tobe 
anathema. He faw many of his 
brethren running the fame mad 
career, obftinately refufing the of. 
fers of falvation, and « wifhing to 
be accurfed from Chrift.” He 
knew by experience the mifery 
of fuch a condition, and his mot 
tender compaffion was excited for 
them. 

Are not many of our brethren, 
our kinfmen according to the 
flefh, in the fame miferable condi- 
tion with thefe Jews? Let us 
then imitate this great Apoftle, in 
exercifing great heavinefs and con- 
tinual forrow for them, and en- 
deavor by all means to bring them 
to falvation. 

MINOR. 





The purity of God’s word the caufe 
of love to t. 


N the experience of David, the 
man after God’s own heart, 
much of the nature, pleafure and 
excellence of true devotion is 
found. His pfalms, particularly 
the cxixth, are ample teftimonies 
of thistruth. Inthe 14oth verle, 
he expreffes his feelings refpecting 
the word of God. Thy word is 
very pure: therefore thy fervant 
loweth it. 

The inftru€tion to be drawa 
from thefe words is this: The 
true fervants of God love his 
word, on account of its very great 
purity.—This is a mark of a real 
difeiple of Chrift, and is worthy 
of folemn attention. E 

Love is a combination of ¢i- 
teem, friendthip, good will and 
delight. It is an union of foul 
with the objeét.—Hence the love 








1804. ] 


of Chriftians to the divine word 
includes, 
- Great cflem and refpe& for it. 
The difciples of Socrates, Plato 
and others, profefs great efteem 
for their writings. They find in 
them fomething which they value 
exceedingly ; and they can fcarce- 
ly ceafe to exprefs their very great 
veneration and regard. —The true 
Chriftian finds a correfpondent 
feeling in his bofom towards the 
word. Its enemies may call it 
‘¢ vain babbling,” ‘a book of fa- 
bles and lies ;”? but real Chriftians 
view it as a moft precious volume 
—a light that fhineth in a dark place. 
They are willing to hide it in their 
hearts ; it is more precious than 
all treafures.— David expreffes his 
feelings very devoutly in this 
pfalm. Under the titles of law, 
precepts, ftatutes, teftimonies, 
commandments and judgments, 
almoft every verfe in this long 
pfalm is filled with the praife and 
efteem of the word. He had fuch 
an eftimation of it asthat he could 
fincerely fay, Fhou haf magnified 
thy word above all thy name. 
Whatever appears great or good 
in the vaft expanfe of the created 
heavens, falls fhort of the glories 
of the word. It is a fountain of 
life. The excellency of its pre- 
cepts, the wonders of its difcov- 
eries, and the purity of its nature, 
bear away the admiration of the 
whole foul. Nothing in the whole 
circle of created beauties fo great- 
ly engages the efteem as the word. 
Eloquence may charm, the arts 
and fciences exhibit their attrac- 
tions, while the ftupendous dif- 
coveries of aftronomy attonith ; 
but the Chriflian finds the word 
more fublime and wonderful than 
all of them. Here he meets an 
obje& fuited to his foul ; the beit 
remedy againft fin—the fweeteft 
cordial in adverfity—the only fure 


The purity of Ged’s word. 

























423 


guide through death to immortal 
happinefs—the only fure fountain 
of hope—the key of knowledge, 
and the fettled counfel of the 
King of Heaven. Does he need 
inftru€tion ? there it is found. 
Does he need comfort ? there isa 
full fupply. Does he with for 
objeéts of contemplation, bound- 
lefs as his own immortal defires ? 
there they are prefented in thick 
and pleafing profufion. There 
he difcovers the glorious method 
of pardoning fin, of regenerating 
and fanctifying the depraved heart, 
and there the beft examples of 
what is noble and great.—While 
the finful and carelefs mind reads 
it as a dry, antiquated book, def- 
titute of all entertainment, and 
calculated rather to make him dofe 
than read with pleafure,—the 
Chriftian finds in it fomething 
more engaging than all riches, or 
all the fcenes which delight the 
fenfes. He values it as his chief 
joy ; nor would he quit it, as Dr. 
Watts fays, “ For loads of filver 
well refined, or heaps of choiceft 
gold.”” In every point of view 
*tis precious to him beyond com- 
pare. It fmooths the path of 
life, removes the horrors of the 
grave, and brings to light life and 
immortality.—Thefe are his gen- 
uine feelings : but it is impoffible 
to exprefs his full efteem—unlefs 
we fhould defcribe his daily medi- 
tations and all the affeGtions of hie 
foul. 

From this emotion of love ari- 
fes, as from its natural fource, 
Conformity to all that the word re- 
quires. Compliance, both in prac- 
tice and affection, neceffarily fol- 
lows this high efteem of God’s 
word.—If it requires Chriftians 
to deny themfelves—to renounce 
their own righteoufnefs and felf- 
ifhnefs—to furrender allto God, 
and be what it requires, in evil av 
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well as good report ; this love leads 
them to obey. No duties will be 
omitted, no expreffiens of regard 
neglefted. Continually in all 
their ations will they have re/pe 
unto its righteous commandments. 
The fiudy of it is fweet and enter- 
taining ; and they fear not boldly 
to announce their determination, 
by the affiftance of divine grace, 
to keep his fatutes always, even to 
the end. 

Like a true friend, the Chrif- 
jan fees an unfpeakeble pleafure in 
the word. L's agreeable to his 
foul. Are young minds delighted 
with hiltory, with difcoveries in 
the arts, with pieces of elegant 
compofition and re&ned poetry? 
How much more is the Chriftian 
delighted with the word? New 
and affefting fcencs daily rife to 
his attentive mind. The beauty 
of confiftence and harmony is feen 
in the whole. The hiftory of di- 


vine love—the glorious plan of 


redemption and of the effectual 
grace of God to the rebellious, 
are more delightful to bim than 
language can exprefs. 

. Experienced Chrifians tell us 
that in all the f{cenes of joy thro’ 
which they have pafled for fifty 
or fixty years, none have been 
found equal to thofe which arife 
from the word. Thcefe joys leave 
no fling behind, and are the fore- 
tafe of greater and everlafting 
pleafures at the right hand of 
God. 

The Chriftian alfo fhews his 
love to the word as men com- 
monly do toa beloved obje&. If 
we love a thing we think of it— 
we commend it; abfence is pain- 
ful and we are unwilling to part 
with it. Such is the love of the 
Chriftian to the word; ’tis much 
in his mind, ’tis an exhanttlefs 
fubje&t of his contemplation, he 
withes to keep in it. He can fin- 


The purity of God's word. 
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cerely commend it to others: 
knewing it contains the way of 
life, and treafures which are want. 
ed by all his fellow-men, he fays, 
Ob, come and fee how good the Lord 
is. He earneftly defires and en. 
deayors that his children, hig 
friends and neighbors, fhould be. 
come acquainted with it. If, for 
a time, he fergets it or cannot at. 
tend to it, how grievous is the 
fcene? it feems te him as though 
the greateft beauty was withdrawn, 
and there were charms in nothing 
befide. He cannot bear to part 
with it. 

The caufe of this high eftima. 
tion—this ftrong attachment and 
delight is of a peculiar nature ; 
the very great purity of the word. 
David faw and felt this te be the 
cafe ; and there are thoufands 
who can accord with him.—’Tis 
not becaufe it threatens them who 
injure us, or thofe with whom we 
are at variance. Noris it becaufe 
it promifes good tous. Indeed 
it is valuable on this account ; 
but the purity of the way in which 
it promifes or threatens is the 
principal indycement,—-And if 
we examine the word we fhail 
find, 

It exhibits a mofl pure and {pst- 
lefs sharaéter of the great Fehovah. 
While it difcovers him to be the 
all-fuflicient, the almighty and 
unereated fovereign of all, it dif- 
covers that his purity, bis freedom 
from fin and all unrighteoufoels ts 
cemmenfurate with his infinity. 
It thews this of him in all his creae 
ting, governing and redeeming 
works, each of which is an ex- 
tenfive field and each is filled with 
his purity. 

It likewife difcovers a pure law 
which admits of no fin or impiety 
whatever—that requires truth sas be 
inward parts and love unfeigned. 


The commandment is pure——it te 
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quires Jove. Ali the Chriftian is 


required to do is an expreffion of 
love ; nothing is required arbitra- 
rily, but all as the path of love. 
This love refpects God, our fellow- 
creatures and ourfelves ; and it ref- 
pects them in proportion to their 
importance in the fcale of being, 
What requirement can be purer 
than to love the Lord our God 
with all our heart—and our neigh- 
bor as ourfelves ? Difinterefted 
affetion, and denying ourfelves 
for the greater good ef otliers is 
the {pirit of it. No partial, felf- 
ifh or contracted affeétions are al- | 
lowed. | 

Further, it makes known a pure 
Heaven for the upright, and in this 
way engages the heart and yields 
ineffable fatisfa€tion. Chriftians 
may know that when they depart 
out of this world, they are going 
to a place where fin can never en- 
ter ; and where they may be for- 
ever delighted in the pureftemploy- 
ments which immortals can be en- 
gaged in—where nothing enters 
that defileth or maketh a lie. 

Beiides, it holds up a-/yfem of 
pure doGrines.—The dofrines col- 
le€&ted by human reafon from the 
light of nature, have all been mix- 
ed with great impurity, both in 
their nature and effet. But thefe 
tend to one point, to humble the 
creature and exalt God. The 
purity of the plan of redemption 
—of the divine fovereignty—and 
of falvation by free grace, in a! 
way abounding to the praife of | 
the glory of God, and the ev- 
erlafting fecurity of fallible crea- 
tures, isa powerful inducement to 
ardent love. 

his word condemns all fin! 
—it tolerates no iniquity even in | 
thought-—it never admits fins of | 
infirmity—They are all unequivo- 
cally condemned. No language 





fo forcibly and univerfally con- | fhall be written upon every heart 


Vou. LV. No. 11. 


The purity of God’s word. 


enough to make the ftouteft hearts 


| characters of Jefus as man—of 


| foretels. The promifes of the Mil- 
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demns and difapproves of that Px F 
wortt of evils as the word of God. ot 
The denunciations againf it are 


tremble. 


Further, it exhibits many pre- 
cious human chara&ers. The 


Abraham, Mofes, Noah, Daniel 
and Job—of Ifaiah, Paul and all 
the apoftles, are delightful becaufe 
of the degrees of purity which 
appear in them. Upon reading 
their refpeétive hiftories, the puri- 
fied mind of a Chriftian is ftruck 
with that exemplary benevolence, 
weanednels from the world, and 
every thing truly laudable and pure 
that appears in them. As he is 
delighted to hear ef fuch charac. 
ters, an account where he cannot 
be impofed upon engages his love 
and confidence. The purity of 
the character recommended and 
to be fought, alfo renders the word 
rich and entertaining beyond any 
other book. 


It contains the pure/! maxims of @ 
morality. It extends its informa- 
tion to all conditions, fituations 
and relations of life. It dire&s 
to fuch ways of thinking and aét- 
ing, as can never allow the evils of 
pride, jealoufy, prejudice, or the 
feeds of difcord, confulion or war. 
Were its maxims followed, how 
pure would fociety be ? Mankind 
would Jive fogether asa “ band 
of brothers,”’ and the nations arn 
war no more.—This time alfo s# 


lennium, and a flate of purity for a 
thoufand years, are publifbed in the ea i 
werd. Amid the conflicts of the AREA 
prefent ftate there is much fin and 

unhappinefs. There will be a 
time of peace. Righteon/nefs foall 
be built up, and al! :he upright foall 
glory. Then holinefs to the Lord 
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and upon the common utenfils of | the word—and it fhould feem, if 


life. 


you have one ipark of that Chrif. 


This word alfo exhibits a way to | tian benevolence which dwelt in 


purify the heart of man. A foun-| the heart of David and other 


tain is fet open for Judah and the 
inhabitants of Jerufalem, for fin 
and for uncleaunefs. By it men 
may be purified from their guilt, 
their blindnefs, unbclief, dominion 
of fin, and finally from the exift- 
ence of it inthe foul. Means and 
ways to cleanfe the heart and to 


purify it unto perfection are made | 


known. In a word, w contains the 
only true religion. At difcovers the 
enly way in which God can ap- 
pear glorious is his holinefs, while 
finners are faved. It difcovers 
the true nature of moral obliga- 
tion; fhews us what we are and 
what we ought to be, and enjoins 
a religion fuitable for fuch crea- 
tures as men are. 


When all thefe things are bro’t 


into view by the divine word, it | 


mutt appear that its purity is very 


great, and there is fufficient rea- | 
for all the love and attachment | 


which the fervants of God feel 
towards it.— 


In the foregoing obfervations | 
we havea mark of the true Chrift- 


ian. The queftion then may arife, 
Do we thus efteem the word of 
God? Is it a moit precious and de- 
lightful volume ? Do we read it, 
defire it, and cleave to it as fome- 
thing better than life? And does 
this attachment arife from its very 
great purity? ‘lhe pure in heart 
underfland it ; totbem it 1s an in. 
comparable book. Let confcience 
remind the reader whether thefe 
are his feelings. 

How deplorable is the cafe of 
thofe countries which are not fa- 
vored with this precious word ! 
Chriflians, extend your views and 
fee the wretched confequences, 
both of a temporal and moral 
kind, which follow the want of 





| {cripture faints, you will feel dif. 
| pofed to maintain it among your. 
felves, and to extend its falutary 
' influence to others. If the exer. 
| cife of true benevolence is pleafing 
_ to you, you can never be gratified 
in a higher degree than by impart- 
ing this word, rich in purity, to 
thofe who fit in darknef: and the 
fradow of death What more 
gratifying, than to fend fo valua. 
ble a prefent tothe heathen? By 
imparting it to them you do not 
lofe it, but enjoy it the more, 
This is a kind of bufinefs in which 
you * grow rich by giving ;”—=—= 
thoufands may be made happy, 
and by the fame aQ your own fe- 
‘licity increafed. In this fenfe, 
then, Let charity have its perfed 
work. Amen. 


ALANSON. 





Sanfified Afflidions. 


POSTATE man is born 
unto trouble, as the fparks 
fy upward. This is the language 
of infpiration, and it is the lan- 
guage of experience. WhileGod 
is daily conferring favors upon us, 
‘he is at the fame time bearing 
conflant teflimony againt our 
fias, by giving to us the cup of 
forrow.  Difappointed hopes, 
loffes, pains and natural death, 
muft be endured by man. While 
rofes are fcattered by the fide of 
his path through life, thefe rofes 
‘are found to grow oa thorns. 
The prefent ftate is every way 
fuited to be a ftate of difappoint- 
ment and trial to man. 
| It ought to be our conftant en- 
deavor to derive benefit from our 
afli@ions. If they be fanétified 
’ 
to us, as they are to all God’s 
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people, we fhall be enabled to fay 

with the Pfalmilt, J¢ is good for 

; me that I have been affliGed ; that 
I might learn thy flatutes. This 
pious man found his troubles ope- 
rating for his fpiritual and ever- 
lating good. He was excited 
by them to learn God’s ftatutes, 
er to fludy and obey his revealed 
will, Divine truth became fweeter 
than honey to his tafte. His love 
to God’s character, law, govern- 
ment and grace, was increafed, 
end he was engaged to run the 
way of his commandments with 
the greater delight. 

It is the defign of the prefent 
eflay to inquire when it can be 
faid that our afflictions or trials, 
work for our good, or when they 
are fanétified tous? This fubject 
is interefting to all who are in this 
vale of tears ; and muft engage 
the ferious attention of all who 
love God. The humble and the 
patient children of forrow, are 
prepared to receive inftru€tion on 
a fubje€&t which conftantly occu- 
pies their thoughts, and furnithes 
matter for daily felf-examination. 

The fubje& is very copious ; 
and nothing more will be attempt- 
ed in this effay than to colle& and 
bring into view fome of the prin- 
cipal evidences of fanétified af- 
fliGions. 

I. Our affli€tions promote our 
beft good, when we acknowledge 
and adore the hand of God in 
bringing them upon us. 

God is the univerfal Creator. 
All creatures and events both in 
the natural andinthe moral world, 
mutt be, and forever remain under 
his government. If creatures 
could hold theirexiftenceof them- 
felves, they would become inde- 

pendent of God, and might con- 
trol his defigns. 

To fuppofe any part of the 
creation to be freed from the di- 
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vine government, would be attend. 
ed with the fame abfurd conafe. 
quences. If any part of thecre- 
ation could govern itfelf, that part 
might fet upa claim in oppofition 
to the defigns of Jehovah, and 
defeat his purpofes, in giving birth 
to creatures. Some contend that 
God maintains a general provi- 
dence but not aparticularone, over 
the works of his hand ; and rep- 
refent it as beneath the notice of 
the infinite mind, to regard the 
minute parts ofthecreation. But 
let fuch perfons confider that a 
general providenceimpliesthe gov- 
ernmentof all the particular things 
of which it is compofed, and that 
all parts of the divine plan are 
conneéted, and therefore a denial 
of a particular providence, goes 
toa denial, that God governs the 
world. There is a connection be- 
tween the opening of a flower and 
the rife of a nation, and the di- 
retion of a mote and the fall of 
anempire, which is difcerned by 
the divine mind. Though fuch 
knowledge is too high for us, it is 
not too high for the mind of Je- 
hovah, and heightens the idea of 
his infinite greatnefs; when wecon- 
fider himas governing all creatures 
and events, both great and {mall, 
we may difcoverfomething of that 
glory, which demands our admi- 
ration and praile. 

It is abundantly revealed in the 
holy fcriptures, that the evils 
which men endure, are inflicted 
by divine Providence. Amos iii, WH 
6. “* Shall there be evil in a city, SS 
and the Lord hath not done it ?”” Bt 
Lam. iii. 38. “ Out of the mouth ey 
of the Moft High, proceedeth Beat 
not evil and good ?”” It is unne- Ba: | 
ceffary to {pend time in proving a a at 
doftrine which is found on almoft yk 
every page of the infpired volume, wy 
If it were a fact, that our trou- 
bles were the fruit of accident or 
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and upon the common utenfils of | the word—and it fhould feem, if 


life. 


_you have one fpark of that Chrif. 


This word alfo exhibits a way to | tian benevolence which dwelt in 


purify the heart of man. A foun-| the heart of David and other 


tain is fet open for Judah and the 
inhabitants of Jerufalem, for fin 
and for uncleannefs. By it men 
may be purified from their guilt, 
their blindnefs, unbelief, dominion 
of fin, and finally from the exift- 
ence of it inthe foul. Means and 
ways to cleanfe the heart and to 
purify it unto perfection are made 

nown. In a word, i contains the 
only true religion. It difcovers the 
enly way in which God can ap- 
pear glorious in his holinefs, while 
finners are faved. It difcovers 
the true nature of moral obliga- 
tion; fhews us what we are and 
what we ought to be, and enjoins 
a religion fuitable for fuch crea- 
tures as men are. 

When all thefe things are bro’t 
into view by the divine word, it 
muft appear that its purity is very 


ay and there is fufficient rea- | 


| {cripture faints, you will feel dif. 
_ pofed to maintain it among your. 
felves, and to extend its faluta 
' influence to others. If the exer. 
| cife of true benevolence is pleafing 
_to you, you can never be gratified 
in a higher degree than by impart. 
ing this word, rich in purity, to 
_thofe who fit in darknefs and the 
Jtadow of death. What more 
gratifying, than to fend fo valua. 
ble a prefent tothe heathen? By 
imparting it to them you do not 
lofe it, but enjoy it the more, 
This is a kind of bufinefs in which 
you * grow rich by giving ;”— 
thoufands may be made happy, 
and by the fame a& your own fe. 
‘licity increafed. In this fenfe, 
then, Let charity have its perfed 
work. Amen. 


ALANSON. 


on for all the love and attachment | 


which the fervants of God feel 


towards it.— 


In the foregoing obfervations | 


we havea mark of the true Chrift- 
ian. The queftion then may arife, 
Do we thus citeem the word of 
God? Is it a moit precious and de- 
lightful volume ? Do we read it, 
defire it, and cleave to it as fome- 
thing better than life ? And does 
this attachment arife from its very 
great purity? ‘he pure in heart 
underiland it ; totbem it is an in. 
comparable book. Let confcience 
remind the reader whether thefe 
are his feelings. 


How deplorable is the cafe of , 


thofe countries which are not fa- 
vored with this precious word ! 


Chriftians, extend your views and | 


fee the wretched confequences, 
both of a temporal and moral 
kind, which follow the want of 
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POSTATE man is born 
unto trouble, as the fparks 
fy upward. This is the language 
of infpiration, and it is the lan- 
guage of experience. WhileGod 
is daily conferring favors upon us, 
‘he is at the fame time bearing 
conflant teftimony againt our 
lias, by giving to us the cup of 
forrow.  Difappointed hopes, 
loffes, pains and natural death, 
muft be endured by man. “While 
rofes are fcattered by the fide of 
his path through life, thefe rofes 
‘are found to grow on thorns. 
The prefent ftate is every way 
fuited to be a ftate of difappoint- 
ment and trial to man. 

It ought to be our conftant en- 
deavor to derive benefit from our 
affiGions. If they be fanctified 
to us, 2s they are to all God’s 
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people, we fhall be enabled to fay 
with the Pfalmilt, J¢ is good for 
me that I have been afflied ; that 
I might learn thy flatutes. This 
pious man found his troubles ope- 
rating for his fpiritual and ever- 
lating good. He was excited 
by them to learn God’s ftatutes, 
er to fludy and obey his revealed 
will. Divine truth became fweeter 
than honey to his tafte. His love 
to God’s character, law, govern- 
ment and grace, was increafed, 
end he was engaged to run the 
way of his commandments with 
the greater delight. 

It is the defign of the prefent 
eflay to inquire when it can be 
faid that our afflictions or trials, 
work for our good, or when they 
are fanctified tous? This fubject 
is interefting to all who are in this 
vale of tears ; and muft engage 
the ferious attention of all who 
love God. The humble and the 
patient children of forrow, are 
prepared to receive inftru€tion on 
a fubje€t which conftantly occu- 
pies their thoughts, and furnithes 
matter for daily felf-examination. 

The fubje& is very copious ; 
and nothing more will be attempt- 
ed in this effay than to colle& and 
bring into view fome of the prin- 
cipal evidences of fanétified af- 
fliCtions. 

I. Our affi€tions promote our 
belt good, when we acknowledge 
and adore the hand of God in 
bringing them upon us. 

God is the univerfal Creator. 
All creatures and events both in 
the natural andinthe moral world, 
mutt be, and forever remain under 
his government. If creatures 
could hold theirexiftenceof them- 
felves, they would become inde- 
pendent of God, and might con- 
trol his defigns. 

To fuppofe any part of the 
creation to be freed from the di- 
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vine government, would be attend. 
ed with the fame abfurd confe. 
quences. If any part of thecre- 
ation could govern itfelf, that part 
might fet wpa claim in oppofition 
to the defigns of Jehovah, and 
defeat his purpofes, in giving birth 
to creatures. Some contend that 
God maintains a general provi- 
dence but not aparticularone, over 
the works of his hand ; and rep- 
refent it as beneath the notice of 
the infinite mind, to regard the 
minute parts ofthecreation. But 
let fuch perfons confider that a 
general providenceimpliesthe gov- 
ernmentof all the particular things 
of which it is compofed, and that 
all parts of the divine plan are 
conneéted, and therefore a denial 
of a particular providence, goes 
toa denial, that God governs the 
world. There is a conneétion be- 
tween the opening of a flower and 
the rife ef a nation, and the di- 
reGtion of a mote and the fall of 
anempire, which is difcerned by 
the divine mind. Though fuch 
knowledge is too high for us, it is 
not too high for the mind of Je- 
hovah, and heightens the idea of 
his infinite greatnefs; when wecon- 
fider himas governing all creatures 
and events, both great and {mall, 
we may difcoverfomething of that 
glory, which demands our admi- 
ration and praile. 

It is abundantly revealed in the 
holy fcriptures, that the evils 
which men endure, are inflicted 
by divine Providence. Amos iii, 
6. ** Shall there be evil in a city, 
and the Lord hath not done it ?”” 
Lam. iii. 38. “ Out of the mouth 
of the Moft High, proceedeth 
not evil and good ?”” It ts unne- 
ceffary to {pend time in proving a 
doétrine which is found on almoft 
every page of the infpired volume, 
If it were a fact, that our trou- 
bles were tlie fruit of accident or 
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chance, or, blind fate, we muft be 

inconfolable under them. But 

we are certain, that * Affliction 

cometh not forth of the duft, nei- 

ther doth trouble fpring out of the 
round.”” 


forth and curfed him. He caft 
ftones and dirt at David and all 
his army. Abifhai one of Da. 
vid’s generals faid unto the king, 
“« why fhould this dead dog curfe 





* “We may be rationally convinced 
that the evils which we endure, 
proceed from the hand of God ; 
and yet we may practically refufe 
to acknowledge andadorehisagen- 
cy. ‘There is a wide difference, 
in the prefeat cafe, between ac- 
knowledging and murmuring, and 
acknowledging aud adoring. The 
former conduét, characterifes the 
wicked, the latter chara@terifes 
the righteous. What a vaft dif- 
ference was there between the ac- 
knowledgment which Pharaoh 
paid to Jehovah, from that which 


was paid by Mofes ? Pharaoh was | 
compelled to acknowledge the | 


hand of Jehovah in bringing the 
plagues upon Egypt, but while 
he made this confeflion, his heart 
rofe up againft the church of If- 
rael and their God. Mofes ac- 
knowledged the divine hand in 
bringing judgments upon the 


Egyptians and the Ifraelites, and | 


at the fame time he adored or rev- 


erenced him who was revealing bis | 


wrath againft the difobedient. 


The devils acknowledge the exif. | 


tence of the only living and true 


God ; but inthe moment of the | 


confeflion they tremble with hor- 
ror, and are filled with enmity 
and pain. All! the godly have a 
pleafing belief inthedivine govern- 
ment, in the moft trying feafons, 
and rejoice, in a higher or lower 
degree, in the dominion of infi- 
nite wifdom and love. They fee 
the hand which is {lretched out in 
a way of correction as well as in 
away of mercy. 

As David was fleeing before 
his fon Abfalom, Shimei came 


my lord the king. Let me go 
over I pray thee, and take off his 
| head. And the king faid, what 
| have T to do with you, ye fons of 
| Zeruiah ? fo let him curfe, becaufe 
' the Lord hath faid unto him,curfe 
| David. Who then fhall fay, why 
| haf thou done fo?” (2 Sam. xvi. 
Qs 30.) 

| When Job’s fubftance and chil. 
| dren were taken from him in one 
| day, hefaid, ** The Lord gave, 
| and the Lord hath taken away, 
| bleffed be the name of the Lord.” 
| (Jobi. 21.) The Apoftle faith 
in Heb. xii. 9, “ Furthermore we 
have had fathers of our flefh which 
corrected us, and we gave them 
reverence, fhall we not much rath- 
er be in fubjeétion to the Father 
of Spirits aud live ?”’ From thefe 
inftances, with many more which 
might, be adduced, it is evident 
that pious-men acknowledge and 
adore the divine hand, in laying 
the load upon them. If when 
| we are afflited, we eventually find 
our minds driven further from God, 
| and a cheerful acknowledgement 





of his chaftifing hand, we have 
juft caufe to be alarmed with our- 
felves. But let us not concludein 
a moment when we firit enter into 
the furnace of affliGion, that God 
hath forfaken us, becaufe we have 
not that lively fenfe of his per 
feétion and his providence which 
we may have had heretofore. — If 
we find within owreives, tnt 
amidft all the tumult and dark- 
nefs of our minds, we have a fix- 
ed determination to truft in God 
though he flay us, we fhall fine 
fome encouragement to hope that 
hereafter light will break is wpe 
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our minds, and. that, the prefent | the fword, or gone into captivity. 
fcourge will yield the peaceable | “ Wherefore doth a living man 
fruit.of righteoufnefs, complain, a man for the punifh- 
So long as we look no higher | ment of his fins ? Let us fearch 
than fecond caufes to find the au- | and try our ways, and turn again 
thor of our troubles, we fhall pay | to the Lord.’ The penitent 
no homage to God and fhall mur- | Jews after their return from Bab- 
murat his dealings. Let the-heart ; ylon, confeffed that God was juft 
be placed upon the perfel char- | in all that he had brought upon 
aéter and government of the Moft | them, that he had done right and 
High, and we fhall be flilled from | that they had done wickedly. 
complaining of our lot, and fhall| The primitive Chriftians, while 
with Mofes, Job, David and ether | they were in bonds and imprifon- 
faints, both inthe Old Teftament | ment, and were expofed to meet 
and in the New, fecl a holy rev- | death in its moft dreadful forms, 
erence towards him, who is pleaf- had a deep impreffion that they 
ed to chaftife us. No affli€tion were among the chief of finners, 
for the prefent is joyous, but ‘and thought themfelves honored 
grievous ; but when it is fanctifi- by being accounted worthy to fuf- 
ed, it produces a peace and ajoy, | fer fhame for Chrift’s name. 
to which the men of this world | Even Chriftians have but a {mall 
are flrangers. All things work | degree of knowledge of the de- 
together for good to them that | pravity of their hearts, and the 
love God, and the light and mo- | jins of their lives, until they are 
mentary afflictions of this life, will | called to pafs through fome pain- 
work for them a far more exceed. | ful trials. Profperity isaptto lull 
ing and eternal weight of glory in | the mind to fleep, to abate its de- 
the world to come. votion, to flacken its watchfulnefs, 


II. It is good for us to have | and to throw alanguor over all its g 


been under the rod, when we are | exertions. How natural is it tor 
led to a clear difcovery of our fins, | us tofay, when our mountain feem- 
and a cordial acknowledgement of | eth to ftand ftrong, that we fhall 
the divine juftice and wifdom in | never be moved, or that adverfity 
our chaftifemeit. “TI know O | will never overtake us? When 
Lord that thy judgmentsareright, | Chriltiansare indulging this frame, 
and that thou in faithfulnefs haft , they are preparing the way, to 
affli&ed me.”” The eyes of the | meet with fome difappointment, 
pious Pfalmift, were opened more | worldly lofs or bereavement, or to 
clearly than ever upon his fins, | be fcourged in their own perfons. 
and he felt that God was perfe&t- | When God is pleafed to affli& 
ly juft in the prefent affliiion. them, they will be roufed to felf- 
Job faith in his addrefs to the | examinationand prayer. Theywill 
Lord near the clofe of bis long | not pretend to the knowledge of 
and heavy trials, “I haye heard | all the reafons, why God is now 
of thee by the hearing of the car, ; contending with them, but they 
but now mine eye feeth thee; | will fee enough in themfelves to 
wherefore I abhor myfelf and re- | difcover to them the fitnefs, the 
pent in duft and athes.”” - Ob- | neceffity, and the juftice of the 
ferve the language of the faithful | prefent rod, 
while Jerufalem lay in ruius, and| —Inftead of wondering that they 
its inbabitants were either ilain by | are taken in hand by the prefent 
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correGtion, they will rather won- 
der that they have efcaped fo long, 
and have enjoyed fo much prof- 
perity. Saith the patient Chnif- 
tian in his affli@tions, * I am con- 
vinced that I am a great finner, 
and that I deferve all the expref- 
fions of divine wrath againit the 
wicked, in time ‘and in eternity. 
How fhamefully have I forgotten 
Godand been unmindful of the 
rock of my falvation ? I have re- 
fufed to give God the throne in 
my heart, and have been fetting 
up idols there. I have fhameful- 


ly negleéted to reverence God’s | 


name and day, and have attended 
the ordinances of his houfe with 
coldnefs and indifference. I have 
not placed a juft value on the faith 
once delivered to the faints, and 
have not been valiant for the truth 
uponthe earth. How unfaithful 
have I been in the difcharge of 
the duties which I owe to my fam- 
ily, to the church and tothe com. 
monwealth ? I have neglected to 
inftruét, counfel and warn, thofe 
to whom I have had near accefs ; 
and have faid to them by my ex- 
ample, that religion is of no im- 
portance, and that worldly glory 
conftitutes the happinefs of man. 
What abundaat caufe have I to 
mourn before God, that I have 
indulged fo much malice towards 
my fellow men? that [have been 
fo unwilling toforgive my enemies? 
and have been fo ready to rejoice 
at their overthrow ? What impure 
thoughts have I indulged, and how 
much have { done to encourage 
the licentious in their condu& ? I 
have not maintained the juftice, 
the mescy orthetruth, which the 
diviné Jaw andthe gofpel requires. 
I have coveted my ncighbor’s fub- 
ftance and enjoyments ; I have 
envied his fuperior profperity and 
gifts, and have been difcontented 








(May, 
with the place, affigned me in the 
world. 

*¢ How often have I defpifed the 
only Saviour of finful men? and 
fince I have been numbered amon 
his followers, how unfaithful have 
I been, to the duties of my holy 
profeffion? I have folemnly en. 
gaged to view myfelf as my own 
no more, and to be wholly devoted 
to the Redeemer, in life and in 
death. How cold have been my 
affetions towards him, whois the 
great Immanuel, God with us? 
In how many ways have I fought 
to fhun the crofs, and to enjoy 
| the {miles of an ungodly world ? 

Chrift’s kingdom is of infinite 

worth, but I have refufed to pro- 

mote its intereft as became me, 
and have fymbolized with the god 
of this world. I have abundant 

caufe for deep humiliation, that I 

have abufed my mercies, and have 

been fo incorrigible under afflic- 
tions. Many promifes of amend- 
ment have 1 broken, and I have 
paid little regard to my covenant 
bonds. I might juftly be crufhed 
by the prefent rod, and become a 
monument of God’s everlafting 
wrath. I fhould have no jutt 
caufe of complaint, were I depriv- 
| ed of all hopes, and doomed to 
dwell in the regions of eternal def- 
pair. But, O thou God of grace! 
fave me I befeech thee! Corre 
me in meafure and in mercy. Let 
it be the fruit of this affliction to 
| take away fin, and to prepare me 
for the fervice and enjoyment of 
thyfelf forever!” When fuch are 
the breathings of the heart ina 
time of trouble, affliGtion is not 
fent in vain unte the fubject. 
When God’s children are un- 
der the rod, they will be convin- 
ced of the wifdom, as well as the 
juttice, of the prefent chaftife- 


ment. O Chriftian, is thy world. 
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ly ‘ubftance taken from thee ? 
Thou wilt be ledtoinquire, wheth- 
er thy heart has not been too much 
placed upon it, and whether this 
extraordinary attachment has not 
rendered it neceflary that thy pref- 
ent lofs fhould be fuftained. 

Set thy affeGtions more abund- 
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antly on things which are above, 
and be more engaged than ever 
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whether thou waft not unthank- 
ful to him who was the health of 
thy countenance. Perhaps thou 
hadft fome favorite plan to accom- 
plifh, and waft confident that thy 
firength and vigor would be con- 
tinued until thou hadft realized 
thy ftrong hopes. Is it not juft 
and wife in God, to convince thee 
of thy arrogant prefumption, by 


in laying up a treafure in heaven. | making thee to feel that thy breath 
Haft thou met with ingratitude | isin thy noftrils, and that thou 
and unkindnefs from one of thy | muft foon be laid in the grave? 
fellow-creatures on whom thou | Haft thou not caufe to blefs God 
haft conferred many benefits ? | that he is now teaching thee the 
Let this requital of evil for good | vanity of this world, and exciting 
ferve to teach thee the folly of | thee to ripen for the joys of a 
trufting in an arm of fiefh, and | glorious immortality ? | 

engage thee to truft in the living | We are inclined to fay, that 
God. Haft thou not fondly doat- | fome other affi&tion would be 
ed on the perfon who now feeks | better fuited to promote our beft 
to pierce thee to thy heart? Let | good, than the prefent, and that 
the reception of evil for good , fome other time would be a more 
bring thy benevolence to the trial, | fit time than the period that is 
and engage thee to imitate thy | chofen. But how incompetent 
Saviour in the forgivenefs of ene- | judges are we, what is wifeft and 
mies. Hath God taken from | beft to be done? If we were te 
thee, by death, thy bofom friend, , be our own judges in the prefent 
or the child of thy love? Afk | cafe, we fhould itrive to pitch up- 
thyfelf whether the deceafed had | ona trial, and fora time of fuffer- 


not taken the place of God in thy | 
heart, and rendered the prefent | 
blow a neceflary one for thy beft | 
good. Be affured that thou muft 
be divorced from thy idols, or 
from God. And as thou art one 
of his children, he will take from 
thee the obje&t of thy idolatrous 
love. Thy cafe would be deplo- 
rable indeed, if under thy bereave- 
ment thou couldft juflly take up 
the lamentation of Micah, ‘* Ye 
have taken away my gods, and 
what have I more 2” 

Art thou in a ftate of languifh- 
ment, or pain of body, and haft 
thou wearifome days and weari- 
fome nights appointed unto thee ? 
Inquire whether thou waft not 
too confident of the continuance 





of health in former days, and 


ing, which would lead us to avoid 
the crofs, and leave us ftrangers 
to our own hearts. We might, 
indeed, by planning for ourfelves, 
be involved in far greater difficul- 
ties than the prefent, and fink in- 
to defpair. God, who knoweth 
our particular frame and temper, 
beft knoweth when and how to 
try us, and how long to continue 
us under the rod. If we derive 
fpiritual benefit from the afflic- 
tions which we endure, we hall 
be humbled for our fins, and we 
fhall be ftill and knew that the 
Lord He is God. We fhall no 
longer fay, any other trouble ra- 
ther than the prefent, and any 
other time to endure it rather than 
the prefent ; but we fhall fay, 
“¢ O Lord, thy will be done, both 
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as to the kind and continuance of 
affiGion. Oh, caufe me to adore 
thy juftice and thy wifdom, and 
humbly to implore thy mercy.” 
Thofe who make the knowl- 
edge of their hearts their ftudy, 
will not pafs through days of ad- 
verfity, without difcovering more 
than ever before their fins, and 
without viewing them in new 
points of aggravation. Sins which 
had been forgotten will be called 
to remembrance, and the aggra- 
vating circumftances which at- 
tended them will rufh upon the 
mind. The humbled penitent 
will now feel, that the divine juf- 
tice would fhine with diftinguifhed 
brightnefs in his eternal condem- 
nation, and will be excited with 
reat and earneft importunity to 
implore the divine mercy. 
(To be continued.) 


Memoirs of Mrs. Sarah Dimmuck. 


RS. Saran Dimmuck, 
confort of Deacon Oliver 
Dimmuck of Mansfield, Connec- 
ticut, was born Sept. oth, 1744, 
in Mansfield, of pious and reputa- 


ble parents—Capt. Samnel aid | 


Mrs. Sarah. Gurley. When the 


, 
was in the 12th year of her age, | 


her mother departed this life, in 
the triumphs of hope, faith, and 
holy joy. At, or about this time 
began the following exercifes of 
mind; which fhe 1s defirous to 
have recorded 2s 2 teftimonial of 
the. divine goodnefs, trath and 
faithfulnefs, and in hope that by 
the blefling of God, it may be 
ufeful'to her children aad friends, 
and others who may read. 

By reafon of great and long 
continued weaknéls, fhe was una- 
ble, at thé penning of this narra- 
tive, to give more than fome gen- 
eral hints of lier exercifes~-where- 


Mrs. Sarah Dimmucl. 
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to recolle&, as fhe once was, a 
more full and interefting account 
might have been obtained. The 
account, in fubftance, as written 
from her mouth, is as follows, 

‘I was thoughtful abeut my 
foul’s falvation from childhood’; 
and entertained fome hope that I 
met with a change of heart, when 
I was about 9 or 10 years of age, 
My mind was then very tender, 
and often affeGed with divine 
‘things. J remember my mother 
| once faid, in my hearing, that if 

fhe fhould be faved, and aay of 
| her children fhould be loft, the 
Should acquiefce in their condem. 
nation ; which very much affected 
my mind. After my mother was 
taken from me, I began to feel 
, more fenfibly the neceflity of hav- 
| ing a friend in God, and obtain- 
|ing pardon and fan@tification. 
Accordingly I fet myfelf more 
| earneltly to feck the divine favor. 
At times, when the lofs of my pi- 
| 





ous and tender mother was frefh 
/ia my mind, my concern for my 
| falvation was fo great, that I tho’t 
| T could be willing to fubmit to 
| the lof, even of fo dear a mother, 
and to experience a fimilar lofs 
every day, were it poffible, if it 
might be fanctified to bring me to 
| the choice of God for the guide 
of my youth and my eternal por- 
tion. But this engagednels laft- 
ed not long. By degrees youth- 
ful follies and vanities drew off my 
attention, and abated the fervor 
of my mind towards eternal things. 
I had, however, frequent alarms, 
and as frequently renewed my rel- 
olutions to be for God and devote 
myfelf to his fervice. I continu. 
ed to have fuch-like exercifes of 
mind till I was about 20 years of 
age ; at which time it pleafed God 
to give me a deep fenfe of the evil 
of fin. It now appeared in 18 





as, hadi the béen zble to write, or [true colors, exceeding finful 5 a0 
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I felt myfelf exceedingly bowed 
down under the weight of it. In 
this ftate I continued for feveral 
months. In the 2oth year of my 
life I entered the marriage flate— 
foon after which, this burden of 
fin continuing, Satan was permit- 
ted greatly to diftrefs my mind 
with temptations and evil fuggel- 
tions. Jt was fometimes fuggett- 
ed that I fhould be immediately 
carried away, or deftroyed in an 
awful and furprifing manner— 
that my fins were unpardonable, 
and my damnation fure and cer- 
tain. I was harrafled with doubts 
relative to the being of a God, 
and blafphemous tho’ts refpeCting 
his perfe€tions and goverament— 
till at length, being almoft worn 
out by diftrefs and anguifh of 
mind, thro’ the buffetings of Sa- 
tan, I faw that I could do nothing 
—that I had no ftrength to defend 
or help myfelf—that all my ftrug- 
gles availed nothing, and that if 
I perifhed I mult perifh ; and was 
about to give up all for Joft, when, 
to my apprehenfion, Satan was re- 
trained, and things were opened 
to my view in a far different man- 
ner from what they had been, at 
leaft for months and years before. 
I now viewed the blood of Chrift 
fufficient to wath away all fin, felt 
furprifingly freed from the burden 
of fin, and falvation for my foul 
appeared poffble. Often did | 
groan out, while borne down with 
the burden of fin, Oh, who fhall 
deliver me from the body of this 
death! But now I faw the blood 
of Chrift fufficient to remove the 
guilt, fubdue the power, and wafh 
away the pollution of fin. This 
ftate of mind, and thefe views I 
had, about the time of the birth 
of my firft child, which was in the 
22d yearot my age. After this 
my mind was much difgulted by 
the difputes and different fenti- 
Vor. {[V. No. 11. 
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ments which prevailed in that day, 
relative to the end and defign of 
the means of grace, the terms of 
admiffion into full communion 
in the church, and many other 
points. I fpent much tho’t and 
labor refpeting thefe things, but 
Rill found my mind involved ia 
darknefs and doubts. —At length 
I became fatisfied, that however 
important it may be to under(land, 
and be rightly eftablifhed in thefe 
points, yet the moft effential thing 
to be attended to, is, the pra&ice 
of religion. The duties of the 
firft and fecond table, I found te 
be plain and eafy. There was no 
doubt in refpeét of my duty to 
love God, and obey him in all his 
revealed will. Accordingly [ 
formed a refolution to fpend more 
of my time and firength in doing 
what God in his word and provi- 
dence fhould point out to be my 
prefent duty ;—and God was 
pleafed to make obedience very 
pleafant and delightful, fo that I 
could fay that I ran in the ways of 
his commandments with gréat de- 
light. My whole mind and heart 
feemed to centre in a defire to 
obey God’s will, with my might. 
And tho’ I faw great deficiencies 
in my beft fervices,- yet this was 
not a difcouragement, but rather 
an excitement to ftrive for greater 
pérfectionin ebedience.—Not that 
{ expected or wifhed to be juiti- 
fied in this way ; the way of jal- 
tification thro’ the atonement and 
righteoufnefs of Chriit appeared 
all-glorious ; and to this way my 
foul cleaved in the utter rejection 
of all others. It was the reafon- 
ablenefs and fuitablenefs of obedi- 
ence to God that captivated my 
foul to it ; and I longed to exprefs 
my love and fubmiffion to God 
in this way. This ardor and de- 
light in God’s fervice, was not, 
however, uninterrupted, during 
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felt heart-rifings and oppofitien to 
the providential dealings of God. 
When my confort was repeatedly 
laid upon a bed of ficknefs and 
bro’t near the grave, and his par- 
ents aged, and needing conitant 
attention and afliflance, whereby 
my whole time and ttrength were 
confumed in labor and care, fo 
that J felt almoft overwhelmed, I 
was often ready to fay with Jacob, 
* all thefe things are againit me,” 
and to query why I thould thus 
be diftingnifhed by affliction, feel- 
ing that I was hardly dealt with: 
Yet fuch checks and reproofs were 
again and again fet before my 
mind as filenced my repiniogs ; 
fhewed me the reafonablenefs and 
beauty of obedience, and tended 
to animate and excite me ftill vig- 
oroully and perfeveringly to go on 
in the difcharge of duty. I now 
upon recollection, loath and abhor 
myfelf for the ftubbornnefsand per- 
verfenefs of my heart, and admire 


the patience and long-fuffering of 


the infinite Jehovah, that he thould 
bear with my ftubbornnefs and for- 
give my rebellions, and not blot my 
name out of his book of life. In 
this ftate of mind I continued from 
the 22d to the 32d or 33d year 
of my life. In all this time I was 
never much exercifed with fears 
of dying, altho’ [ was not affured 
of an intereft in Chrift ; my whole 
attention and great defire was to 


perfect obedience in the fear of 


God. 

About the 33d vear of my life, 
it pleafed the Lord to take away 
from me by death two brothers 


and a filter, all in the courfe of 


four months. hefe fudden and 
unexpected deaths of perfons fo 
near to me, alarmed me much, and 


eled meto inquire more particular. 


ly into my own preparednefs for 
death. God feemed now to call 
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the time refpected. TF frequently | upon me to be alfo ready ; andas 


upon refletion I could not affure 
myfelf, that I was ready or pre. 
pared ; it therefore appeared to 
be my duty and that God partic. 
ularly required of me, to make 
my calling and ele¢tion fure. Ac. 
cordingly I fet about the great 
work with fixed determination to 
go thro’ with it, fecling my de- 
pendence, aud willing to wait 
God’s time to manifeft himfelf to 
my foul, well knowing that if he 
was pleafed to delay this to the 
laft moments of my life, he would 


| do me no wrong ; but that it 





would be infinite condefcenfion 
and grace, if he fhould then ap. 
pear for me, to give the comfort. 
ing affurance of his love. I with- 
ed to have a true gofpel difcovery 
of Chrift, and the way of falva- 
tion by him. I greatly dreaded 
having my mind led away by any 
falfe and imaginary difcovery of 
things ; and being fenfible that 
my heart was deceitful above all 
things, and not to be trufted, I 
begged of God to fearch it, and 
fee if there were any evil way in 
me, and lead me in the way ever- 
lating. After this, being tried 
in my mind relative to a certain 
fuppofed duty, while I fat mufing 
on the fubjeét, and defiring to 
know and do the will of God, I 
was led to fee the great imperfec- 
ion of all my duties—that even 
my belt fervices were full of im- 
perfection. I faw the law to be 
holy, jult and good, and fpiritual. 
It appeared exceeding broad, as 
extending to all things, and curf- 
ing for the leaft tranfgrefiion or 
deficiency. ‘This view brought a 
great weight of guilt upon my 
mind, which it feemed would over- 
whelm and fink me. At length 
it occurred that I had prefent duty 
to perform; accordingly I re. 
folved with myfelf—« 1 will at- 
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tend to all the duties of my family 
and ftation to which God is calling 
me ; and will do all the good I 
can, and if I perifh, I perifh.”’ 
Upon which refolution I arofe 
from my feat, and immediately 
felt a degree of relief; though no 
particular views of divine things 
prefented te my mind for fome 
minutes—but as I was going to 
profecute my refolution, I had oc- 
cafion to open a door of the houfe ; 
and as I opened the door, God 
opened to the view of my mind 
the door of hope for finners, in 
the gofpel, in fuch a manner as 
filled my foul with amazement. 
The wifdom, love and grace of 
God, in the plan of falvation, 
fhone with fuch luftre upon my 
mind, that I ftood aftonifhed. I 
can think of nothing more expreff- 
ive of the view I then had, than 
what is faid of .Stephen when he 
faw the heavens opened, and be- 
held the glory of God, and Jefus 
ftanding on the right hand of God. 
The way of falvation now ap- 
peared with a luttre I had never 
beheld before. 1 faw clearly that 
jefus the mediator of the new 
covenant had fulfilled the law, and 
that he is *¢ the end of the law for 
righteoufnefs to every one that be- 
lieveths”? This effeétually remo- 


ved the burden which a fenfe of |! 


defe&s had brought upon my 
mind, and enlarged my defires af- 
ter God, and delight in him, to 
an inconceivable degree. My 
whole foul was in atranfport with 


a view of the wondrous plan of | 


falvation. JI could not but won- 
der why all men were not ravifhed 
and tranfported with this plan, 
the effe&t of the eternal wifdom 
and counfel of the triune God. 
And now I beheld fuch a glory 
and beauty fhining in the fove- 
reign, free andeternal electing love 
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EleGting love I faw lay at the bot- 
tom of the whole fcheme of re- 
demption ; were it not for ele@- 
ing love, and grace, never would 
any of mankind be faved. And 
T longed to have all the world 
convinced of this glorious truth. 
This I confider as a f{pecial feal- 
ing time; atimein which God 
fealed his love to my heart ; tho’ 
as to my particular intereft in the 
great falvation, I had no fpecial 
aflurances ; but I had not then, 
nor have I had fince, any uacom- 
fortable thoughts refpecting it. 
Upon reading, in the evening af- 
ter this view of things, in a book 
entitled Sacramental exercifes, IL 
found the following exclamation 
and defire, * Oh, that Icould love 
thee better than any faint on earth, 
or angel in heaven.”” Immedi- 
ately upon reading the words, I 
felt my heart going out in defires 
correfponding with the petition, 
and was filled with the moft rav- 
ithing views of the glory of God, 
fhining in the face of Chrift. Af- 
ter this, for months my whole 
work was praife. There feemed 
to be no room for petition ; exe 
cept as a certain one petitioned, 
“ Lord {tay thine hand ; thy fer- 
vant is a clay-veffel.”? This, I 
often faid in my heart both then 
and fince, is a weight of glory. 
Thefe things have filled my mind 
ever fince ; and many refrefhing 
hours have I experienced from 
time to time in viewing the won- 
ders of redeeming love. Yet my 
fpirit groans under a fenfe of fin 
aud imperfeétion ; and longs to be 
freed from the body of this death. 
And now when my diffolution 
approaches, and I expeét foon to 
depart, I can fay, through grace, 
that death is no terror to me; or 
rather I can fay,sto be dead Iam 
not afraid. Death, in itfelf is 


of God, as I never faw before. | terrible—but by the death of 
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can adopt the words of the apoftle | 


in his holy triumph, ‘ Oh death, 
where is thy fting ?” and when 
he was near clofing life by martyr- 
dom, ‘I am now ready to be of- 
fered and the time of my depart- 


ure isat hand. I have fought a 


good fight, I have finifhed my 





courfe—I have kept the faith; | 


henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of rightecoufnefs, which 


the Lord the righteous judge fhall | 


give ine at that day: and not to 

me only, but unto all them alfo 

that love his appearing.” 

To THe Epitors oF tHe Con- 
wecTiCUT EvanGericaLr Ma- 
GAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


THE following letter was late- | 


' 

' 
! 
; 
! 
| 
i 
; 
i 


| 
| 
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Chrift it has loft its fling ; and I | before experienced ; too great al. 


moft to be realized, and fuch ag 
feem to confound and overwhelm 
my feeble powers of utterance, 

I would paufe to echo (as an 
addrefs to my own foul) the de. 
vout language of the Pfalmift: 
“ Oh, that men would praife the 
Lord for his goodnefs and his 
wonderful works to the children of 
men !’? For who can be under 
greater obligations to praife him 
than Lam? I afk myfelf wheth- 
er there be not a great mixture of 
feifithnefs in my prefent exercifes 
of joy? I doubt not but there is; 
for tho’, if I know any thing of 
my own heart and moral temper, 
I really defire the advancement 


| of Chrift’s kingdom, and feel a 


| 
| 


fenfibie fatisfafion in hearing of, 
or witneffing the apparent conver- 
fion ofany one finner; yet I muft 


ly fent from a clergyman to his | acknowledge that my fenfe of di- 
brother inthis fate, without any _ vine mercy and my obligation to 
defign or expectation of its ap-, thankfulnefs are more deeply im- 
pearing before the public. By! prefied, when the glorious Re- 
the requeft of feveral Chriftian | deemer condefccnds to come un- 
friends it is now tranfmitted to | der my roof, and by his fpirit ap- 
you ; if in your judgment it will! plies the faving benefits of his 
anfwer any purpofe in promoting | dying love, to the dear partner of 
the great object of your ufeful | my earthly comforts and cares, as 


magazine, you are at liberty to 
publifh it. 
MY DEAR BROTHER, 


T ENUMERATE it among 
my mercies, that providence 
has caft my lot fo near you, that 
T can fometimes enjoy the pleaf- 
ure and improvement of your fo- 
ciety andcorrefpondence. I have 
only to condemn myfelf, that the 
moft abundant means produce fo 
hittle fruit, and that I fo unfaith- 
fully improve my many advan- 
tages of promoting my own high- 
cit and belt intereft as well as that 
of others. I now write to you 
wiih very peculiar fenfations and 
impreffions of divine mercy, never 


| 
| 


} 





I humbly hope he hath done. 
And Iam ready to exclaim, Oh! 
the grace of our Lord Jefus Chnit, 
is exceedingly abundant ! ‘This is 
to have an help mect indeed, and 
to obtain faver from the Lord ; 
that my companion and fellow 
traveller through the wearifome 
pilgrimage of mortal life and la- 
bors, fhould become a fellow trav- 
eller to the Zion above ; a fellow 
laborer in the vineyard of Chrif ; 
a fellow helper of my {piritual 
joys ; and a fellow heir of the 
grace of eternal life! Oh, how 
rich the grace! How infaitely 
unworthy am I of fuch a mercy ! 
How endearing is that conjugal 


union, which is founded upon the 


lov 
tia 
co! 


to; 


tir 
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love of God, exercifed in Chrif- 
tian fellowfhip, and {weetened by 
communications of divine grace ! 
What fweet counfel do we take 
together, not only in the things 
of the kingdom of God, but in 
all the cares of life and love! I 
receive her anew, from the crea- 
ting hand of her divine Maker, a 
difciple of Jefus—a child of God ; 
—as a fpetial gift from the father 
of mercies ;—the richeft token of 
his love and favor. By this di- 
vine vifitation, I feel the moft 
abundant caufe for humiliation 
and abafement before God. With 
what a mixture of infinite mildnefs 
and energy am I reproved for all 
my vile ingratitude to God ;—for 
all my finful impatience under the 
dealings of his hand ;—and all 
my luke-warmneis and unfaithful- 
nefs in the fervice of my glorious 
Redeemer !-—-Break, Oh my 
wicked heart,—bleed with Godly 
forrow,—while the divine Jefus is 
addrefling me as he did backfliding 


Peter: ‘ Simon, fon of Jonas, 
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loveft thou me? feed my fheep | 


and my lambs.” 


How defirable is the real Chrif- | fhe at firtt oppofed, but finally 
How fair, how lovely is | embraced as true. 
the image of Chrift, drawn upon | religious attention hath been re- 


tian ! 


the heart ofa finful worm! Such, 
O my brother, is the appearance 
of my dear wife. 


dawn upon her foul, and like the 
morning light to be progrefling. 
She appears, tho’ far from being 
filled with high confidence, ‘and 
the triumphs of aflured hope, to 
enjoy that calm, rational, compo- 
fed and ferene ftate of mind, which 
arifes from a view of the fpiritual 
beauty of divine truth, and a heart 
ina meafure truly conformed to 
the gofpel of Chrift, and to the 
character, law and goverament of 
the Moft High. She feems to 
have a deep fenfe of the evil of 


| 


| 


The light of | 


eternal life, evidently feems to | mean in the hand of God, of turn- 
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fin, aud of the wickednefs, pride 
and deceitfulnefs of her heart ; 
{o that fhe rejoices with trembling, 
and relates her exercifes, and the 
reafons of her hope, with meek- 
nefs and fear. But her heart and 
treafure appear to be in heaven. 
Her bible is precious to her ; it is 
the man of her counfel. She is 
conftantly difcovering new beau. 
ties in it, and progrefling in di- 
vine knowledge. Chrift appears 
lovely to her in the holinefs and 
benevolence of his charaGter ; 
and the greater part of her time 
is divided between her bible and 
her clofet. 

As to her exercifes in time paft, 
ever fince the death of our little 
fon in » her mind, at times, 
feems to have been very deeply 
imprefied with the things of eter- 
nity. Thefe feafons of ferious 
tho’tfulnefs, however, have been 
very fhort and fleeting, foon fuc- 
ceeded by an entire ftupidity and 
inattention. This good, how- 
ever, refulted ; the obtained {pec- 
ulative convilion of certain im- 
portant gofpel doétrines, which 





OF late her 


newed; I believe that her anxie- 
ty for her lifter, on account of her 
dangerous flate of health, was the 


ing her attention to her own fpir- 
itual concerns. It is now more 
than a fortnight fince I difcovered 
in her fatisfaCtory evidence to my 
own mind that fhe had experien- 
cedachanzeof heart. This idea 
however [ carefully concealed 
from her; fhe profeiled no hope 
for herfeli, but was concerned that 
her anxiety and diftrefs were gone, 
fhe knew not how, nor why; and 
the thought herfelf to be finking 
into the moft awful ftupidity.— 
Immediately upon my return from 
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had had fpecial comfort in religion 
and religious duties, while I was 
gone; and I prayed and hoped 
and believed while abfent, that I 
fhould find her in the fate that I 
did. 

I will not afk you to excufe 
this long: letter. It is upon a 


Religious Lutelirgence. 





fubject with which my heart is | 
' dog, which had been lying be- 


filled, and I could sot well have 
Said lefs. I know that you and 
my dear fifter will rejoice with 
me, and jein in thankfyiving to 
t3od.—The humble 
thereof and be glad. Bilefs the 
Lord, O my feul! What fhall I 


| the door. 


[May, 


2 fhort journey, fhe told me fhe | who generally had an appetite for 


nothing but bread, looking with. 
fully at her mother, faid, «I feel 
like the Roman Emperor (mean. 
ing the Grecian Father confined 
by the Roman Emperor) for had 
I a piece of mouldy bread it would 
be fweet tome.” After thefpake, 
and while the mother was wiping 
the tear from her eye, a lite 


fore the fire, arofe and went out at 
Ina few moments he 


returned with a fair, hard bifcuit 


fhall bear | 


in his mouth, which he dropped 
at the feet of the child. The 


_nsother took it, and cutting out 


render to the Lord for all jis ben- | | | 
furnithed her child with that re- 
| frefhment fhe appeared to want. 


efits! 





ANECDOTE. 


HEN the town of New- | 
pert was garrifoned by | 


the Britif troops, Mrs. 

was a widow with three young 
children ; one of whom, about 
fix years of age, was conttitution- 
ally feeble, aid often fick. The 
mother was under the necefitty of 
laboring for a fubfiftence ; and 
was often interrupted and prevent- 
ed from working by the illnefs of 
her child, who, at times, requi- 
red her whole attention. This, 


with the uncertainty of fupplies in | 


atime of war, andthe occafional 


{carcity of provifions, reduced her | 
in fome inftances to great ftraits, | 


in which fhe had an opportunity 


of obferving, in a plain manner, | 


the care of divine Providence. 

At acertain time, fhe had been 
confined with her child, and was 
deftitute of money. Flour was 
fearce in town, and at a high 
price ; and for a day anda half 


the parts marked with his tecth, 


The hand of Providence is not 
the lefs confpicuous, becaufe it 
employed an animal whofe in- 
{tinéts are remarkable. The in- 
{tinét of the animal tetake the food 
for himfelf was counteraéted ; the 
fupply was feafonable, and ina 
cafe which appears tocome within 
the promife of the divine care and 
blefiing.— 

Note. The preceding anecdote 
was communicated to one of the 
Editors by a Clergymen of New- 
port, and may be depended upon 
as a fact. 
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Religious Intelligence. 


— 


MISSIONARIES. 
THE Rev. Calvin Ingalls lately 


returned from a miffion of four 


_of Vermont. 


fae had ufed potatoes as a fubiti- | 


tute, and then faw no profpect of 
obtaining a fupply. After the 
family had dined, the fick child, 


months to the north-caftern parts 
He is re-appointed 
a Miffionary, and is expected foon 
toenter on a miffion to the new 
fettlements at the fouth end of 
lake George. 

The Miffionaries now in the fer- 
vice of the Miffionary Society of 
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Conneéticut are, the Rev. David 
Bacon, at Michilimakinak, who 
is directed by the Truftees of the 
Society to leave that part of the 
country, and labor in New Con- 
necticut ; Meffrs. Fofeph Badger 
and Thomas Robbins in New Con- 
necticut ; the Rev. Seth Williflon, 
in the fouth-weftern counties of 
New-York and northern counties 
of Pennfylvania; and the Rev. 
Fedidiah Bushnell and Mr. Samuel 
P. Robbins in the north-wellern 
part of Vermont. The Rev. 
James W. Woodward and Mr. 
Thomas Williams {tand appointed 
as Miffionaries, and it is expeted 
they will foon commence their re- 
{pective tours ; the former to the 
fouth-weftern counties of New- 
York and the northern counties 
of Pennfylvania; and the latter 
to the counties of Otfego and 
Delaware, {tate of New-York. 


THE Editors are happy to 
inform their readers that from ac- 
counts lately received from New 
Conneticut, it appears the revi- 
val of religion is rapidly fpreading 
in that country. 


ORDINATION. 


ON Wednefday, January 18th, 
Rev. Exvrnu Smitu was ordain- 
ed Paftor of the Congregational 
Church of Chrift in Caftleton 
(Vt.) The Rev. Mr. Hell of 
Granville (N. Y.), made the in- 
troductory prayer ; the Rev. Mr. 
Gridley of Granby (Ms. ), preach- 
eda fermon from 1 Tim.i. 11, 
12 ; the Rev. Mr. Haynes of Wett 
Rutland, made the confecrating 
prayer, during which the Rev. 
Meflrs. Gridley, Haynes, Kent and 
Bufbnell impofed hands ; the Rev. 
Mr. Kent of Benfon, gave the 


charge; the Rev. Mr. Bal! of + sought oaly wafting good below, 








Eaft Rutland, gave the right hand 
of fellowfhip ; and the Rev. Mr. 
Prefon of Ruport, made the con- 
cluding prayer. The whole was 
performed in the prefeace of 2 


large, ferious“and attentive audi- 
ence. 
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COMMUNICATED AS CRICINAL. 


-_ ——_———— 


Revival Hymn: or, Foy ia a revival ef 
Religion. 


EHOLD, the day-fpring from 
= B on high, r 


Now vifits and illumes this place ; 

The Father gracioufly comes nigh, 

And fends us down tenewing gracc ; 
Rejoice at the revival. 


2. "Tis joy to fee the gofpel crown'd 
With fuch fuccefs ;—’tis joy to fee 


The captive fouls, who have lain bound 


In nature’s chains, now rifing free, 
In this our blefs’d revival. 


3. Thofe hearts which recently were 
hard, 

Hard as the rock and cold like clay, 

The bleflings of the crofs have thar’d, 

And turn’d their feet the narrow way ; 
How lovely the revival! 


4. Thole breafts, where pride has been 
enthron’d, 

Have felt the terrers of the Lord ; 

In humble penitence have groan’d, 

And found {weet comfort from his word ; 
Delightful the revival! 


5. Thofe who fociety could feek, 

Where pride and folly boldly ftood ; 

Whotce lips could with a lightnefs ipeak, 

Now {peak the praifes of our Cod; 
So great is the revival. 


6. Thofe who have tafted carnal joys, 

And chanted to the viol’s found, 

Now find fuch vaia amufement cloys, 

That they no real pleafure found, 
Before our late revival. 


7. Thofe hands that, with an anxious 
care, 
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Are lifted now in humble prayer 
To God, from whom all bleffings flow, 
Who gave us this revival. 


8. As light fprinkling lays the duft, 
B-fore the bleffings of a fhower, 
So may thefe droppings prove the firk 
Of the difplays of fovercign power, 

In one entire revival. 


9 Since old thingshavebeendone away, 
Ard many hearts are formed anew, 
They love to meet and praife and pay; 
So all the faints in glory do, 

Who need no frefh revival. 


10. How great the work! the change 
how great! 

How great the Love / from whence it 
comes ! 

The Father fills the mercy feat, 

AncChrift preparesthe heavenly homes, 
For thofe of the revival. 





rt. O may their crowns of glory prove 

As gems reficing heavenly light, 

Upon our Paftor’s crown above, 

Aid glorious—all refulgent bright~ 
Sweet fruits of the revival. 


12. O now thet ev'ry eye might fee! 
O now that ev'ry car might hear! 
O vow that ev'ry foul might be 
Converted to 2 Godly fear, 

And bieis’d with this revival! 


13. Now tothe crofs let finners come, 
Aud throw down all rebellion therc ; 
The Frther has created room, 
And Chrift inviteth all to thare 

His grace, in this revival. 


14. Let ev'ry foul unite to bring 

Some tribute to fubduing grace; 

Let ev'ry tongue unite to fing 

Hefanna—with becoming praif, 
To Gon for this revival 
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